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THE PURITAN PILGRIMS. 



Like Isnd'i boat Id exile driven, 
Acnw Uw flood the Pilgrimi fled ; 

Tbeit hands bore up the srk oT Heaven, 
And Heaven [heir Imsling fijoistep) led, 

Till on these sara^ sbores tbej (rod. 

And won the wilJeiness Toe God. — Piirpqrt. 
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Tbe following psges are deaigned particularly tot 
the youDg, in the belief, thmt thej ought to be con- 
aluttly impressed with the origin of our nation. No 
city, especially, ever had a more sacred foundation 
than our favorite Capital The ground on which we 
dwell ia holy ground, consecrated to Christ by our 
pous ancestota, who came thither that they might 
more fully enjoy for themaelvea, and transmit to pos- 
teritfi the religion of the Bible. The eettleraent of 
Sbawmut ia a ^pe of the colonization of nearly all 
the Atlantic States, and especially of New England, 
which originated from similar causes, and wis con- 
ducted in a sirailai manner. It is remarkable, also, 
that the elements of our present uurivalled civilisation 
were, in some form, revealed in the very beginning 
of the settlement; some of these elements were, in- 
deed, in conflict with ancient prejudices and the 
errors of the age ; biit Providence so ordered, that 
in process of time they became developed, and now 
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pve mibsUuice and alufW to society. These elemvnti 
are inherent in the Gospel, and will ever manifest 
themselvea where the Gospel is freely esamined and 
proclaimed. 

In prepariog this work, the author has consulted 
tJie best aulhoritiea, recent and remote, sach as Winr 
thrap's Jomrud, Dudley's letter, Uather's Magnalit, 
Bancroft's History of the U. States, Snow's History 
of Boston, and others menlioned in the body of the 
work. He lias aimed at giving the book an unqoes- 
tionable historical value, and is not conscious of ecHn- 
municating to it the sli^teat tinge of sectarian pte- 
jadice. Where die thread of the nnrrative woold 
allow it, he has preferred to quote the very woide of 
such antboR as were eye-witnesses and actors in the 
scenes which they describe. 
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CHAPTEK L 



When England had finally Ireed her neck 
from the yoke of Popery, in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, there were three religious parties in the 
land, — the papists, the friends of the church of 
England, and the dissenters, or those who 
wi^ed a greater simplicity in the ceremcmies 
and usages of religion. The latter party were 
called Puritans, and from them desoended our 
ancestors. Elizabeth tocJt middle ground b^ 
tween pcq>ery and puritanism, and determined 
to make all her subjects conform to her views 
iqton peril of serere penalties. A court waa 
ettsUished aiinilar to the Pqial inquisition. 
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called the court of high commisaion, with power 
to search out the crime of non-conformity, and 
punish at discretion with fines and imprison- 
ments. At this tyrannical tribunal, men were 
compelled to answer, on oath, all inquiries, 
whether against themselves or others. In her 
general purpose, Elizabeth was followed by her 
successor, James I., whose proscriptive mea- 
sures were not executed, indeed, by the sword 
and faggot, as in her reign, but by the forfeiture 
of property, liberty and peace. 

A petition for redress of grievances, signed 
by a million of names, was presented to him on 
his way to London to take the throne, which 
induced him to call a conference at Hampden 
court. Here he exhibited his real character and 
purposes. "The conference," says Bancroft, 
" was distinguished on the part of the king by a 
strenuous vindication of the church of England. 
Refusing to discuss the question of the power 
of the church, in things indigent, he substK 
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lETTLEinNT Of BOSTON. 11 

tuted authority for arj^mneDt, and where he 
could not produce conviction, demanded obe- 
dience. ' I will have none of this liberty of 
conscience as to ceremonies. I will have one 
doctrine, one discipline, one religion in sub- 
stance and in ceremony. Never speak more to 
that point, how far you are bound to obey.' 

"The Puritans desired permission occasionally 
to assemble, and at their meetings to have the 
liberty of free discussions ; but the king, prompt 
to discern that concession in religion would be 
followed by greater political liberty, interrupted 
the petition, * You are aiming at a Scot's pres- , 
bytery, which agrees with monarchy as well aa 
God and the Devil. When Jack, and Tom, 
and Will, and Dick shall meet, and at their 
pleasure censure me and my council, and all 
our proceedings. When Will shall stand up 
and say, it must be thus, then Dick shall reply 
•nd say. Nay, marry but we wUl have it thus ; 
and therefore, here I must reiterate my former 
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speech and say, Le roi s' aotstra; the king 
alone shall decide.' Turniug to the Bishops 
he avowed his belief that the hierarchy was the 
Armeat support of the throne. Of the Puritans 
he said, ' I will make them conform, or I will 
. hurry them out of the land, or else woree, only 
hang them, that's all.' " This closed the day's 
debate. Is it any wonder after this that proc- 
lamaticm was issued against the Puritans, and 
that in a single year, A. D. 1604, three hundred 
faithful ministers were silenced, imprisoned, or 
banished from the land. 

All this time the great body of the Puritans 
remained persecuted and oppressed members 
of the church of England, and only contended 
for reform, not for aeparatiijn- But before the 
death of Elizabeth, there was in the north of 
England a congregation of separMists, who de- 
termined, " whatever it might cost them, as the 
Lord's free pef^le, to join themselres by cove- 
nant into a church state." This was the church 



.flt, Google 



SETTLEMENT OF SOSTOV. 13 

of Robinson, which, after various fortunes, ia 
now perpetuated in the town of Plymouth, the 
first church in New Elngiand, and the pioneer 
of American liberty. Unable to endure tJie 
persecution which distressed them in their n^ 
tive land, they resolved to exile themselves to 
Holland. For the first efibrt to escape they 
were arrested and some of them thrown into 
priscn ; but they renewed the attempt the fol- 
lowing spring. In the darkness of the night 
tney secretly assembled on the desolate coasts 
of Lincolnshire, and in a howling tempest em- 
barked in their boats for the ship that was wai^ 
ing to bear them from their native land. The 
men ventured first to encounter the perils of 
the surf, and before they could return to take 
the women and children, the tramp of horsemen 
in pursuit was heard, and the poor weeping and 
terrified wives and daughters were apprehended. 
Deeply afflicted, but without power to change 
their lot, the men est tail and lefl their families 
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in the custody of the magistrates, probably not 
without hope, that there would be justice enough 
in England, not to punish women and children 
for wishing to accompany their husbands and 
fathers in their exile. This was the result, for 
the civil authorities, not knowing how to bring 
a charge against them, and having no place to 
furnish them for a prison or a home, found 
them an awkward incumbrance on their hands, 
and were quite willing to let them go and re- 
join their friends. 

The emigrants landed at Amsterdam, but 
aflerwaids removed to Leyden, where they r^ 
mained eleven years, before they determined to 
embark for America. In 1620, the Mayflower 
was on her way with the first company of pil- 
grims, and they were landed at Plymouth on 
the 22d of December. 

Their destination was the mouth of the Hud; 
son river, where New York is now, but through 
the ignorance or knavish design of the Captain, 
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they were turned out of their course, and 
brought in the dead of winter to the moat bai- 
reo and inhospitable part of Massachusetts. 
Had they wandered a tittle further north, they 
would have come to Boston harbor, and found 
more comfortable quarters. This they found 
out when it was too late to remove the colony. 
Providence had prepared another goodly vine 
to be planted there. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Sii years befote the landing of the pilgrims 
at Plymouth, the whole eaatern cobe! of New 
England had been explored by the celebrated 
Capt. John Smith, in an open boat, with eight 
men. His interesting account of it induced 
the king, Charles I,, to honor the country with 
the name of New England. Of the region 
about Boston he speaks with enthusiasm, though 
restrained &om making bo thorough an eitami- 
nation of it as be otherwise would, by learning 
that the French had been there sii weeks be- 
fore and had secured the trade of the Indians. 
" The country of the Masaaohusetta," says 
Smith, " is the paradise of alt these parts ; for 
here are many isles all planted with corn, 
groves, mulberries, saTage gardens, and good 
2« 
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16 BHAVUnST, OR THE 

harbors; the coast is, for the most part, high, 
clayey, sandy cli^. The sea coast ae you pass, 
shows you all along large corn-fields and great 
trtx^ of well proportioned people ; but the 
French having remained near six weeks, led 
nothing for us to take occasion to examine the 
statements of the inhabitants, whether there be 
near three thousand people, and that the river 
doth pierce many days' journey the entrails of 
the country. We found the people in these 
parts very kind, but in theit fury no less valiant. 
For upon a quarrel we had with one of them, 
he only with three others crossed the harbor of 
Quooshasset to certain rocks whereby we must 
pass, and there let fly their arrows for our shot, 
till we were out of danger." This is the first 
account we have of any civilized man touching 
at these shores. 

An exploring party from Plymouth colony 
was sent out the next year after their landing, 
A. D. 1021, for the purpose of viewing the 
coontry, and to form acqasintance and malce 
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treaties with the natives. Oae of their party 
has given the following paiticulaTa lespectlng 
the expedition. " It seemed good to the com- 
pany ia genera], that though the MasBachu- 
setts had often threatened ua, as we were in- 
formed, yet we should go among them, partly 
to see the country, partly to make peace with 
them, and partly to procure their truck. For 
these ends the government chose ten men, fit 
for the purpose, and sent Tisquantum (a native 
chief) and two other savages to bring us to 
speech with the pec^Ie, and interest for us. On 
the 18th of September, about midnight, the tide 
then serving ua, we supposing it to be nearer 
than it is, thought to be there before the next 
morning betimes ; but it proved well near 
twenty leagues trcm New Plymouth. We came 
into the bottom of the bay, but being late, we 
anchored and lay in our shidlop, not having 
seen any of the people. The next morning we 
found many lobaters that had been gathered by 
thesavagar, which we made ready under acliff. 
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(supposed to be Copp's Hill.) The captun sent 
two sentiDels behind the cliff to the landward to 
secure the ehiJlop, and taking a guide with him 
and four of our company, went to seek the ia- 
habitants, when they met a woman coming for 
the lobaters. They told her of them, and con- 
tented her for them. She told them where the 
people were ; Tisquantum went to seek them ; 
the rest returned, having direction which wajr 
to bring the shallop to them. 

" The sachem or gorernor of this place ia 
called Obbatlnewat, and though he live in the 
bottom of the Massachuaetts hav, jet be is 
under Massa^yt. He used us very kindly; he 
told us he durst not remain io any settled place 
for fear of the Tarentinea. Also the squaw 
sachem, or Massachusetts queen, was an enemy 
to him. We told him of divers sachems that 
had acknowledged themselves to be king James' 
men, and if he would submit himself, we would 
be safeguard from his enemies ; which he did, 
and went along with as to bring ua to the 
•qnaw sachem. 
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" Again we croseed the bay, which is ?eTj 
large, and both at least fifty islands in it, but 
the certain numbei is not known to tbe inhabi- 
tants. Night it was before we came to that 
side of this bay where this people were. That 
night also we rid at ancbiM' aboard the shallop. 
On the morrow we went ashoie all but two 
men, and marched in arms up tbe country. 
Having gone three miles, we came to a place 
where corn had been newly gathered, a house 
pulled down, and tbe people gone. A mile 
from hence Nanepashemet their king in his 
life-time had lived. His house was not like 
others, but a scaflbld was largely built, with 
polea and planks, some six foot from the 
ground, and the house upon tbat, being situated 
upon the top of a bill. 

" Not far liom hence, in a bottom, we came 
to a fort built by their deceased king, the man- 
ner thus ; there were polea srane thirty or forty 
foot long, stuck in the ground as thick as they 
could be set one by another, and with this they 
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enclosed a rin^ some forty and fifty foot over. 
A trench, breast tiigh, was digged on each side ; 
one way there was to go into it with a bridge. 
In the midst of this palisade stood the frame of 
an bouse, wherein being dead he lay buried. 

" About a mile from hence we came to such 
another, but seated on the top of an hill ; here 
ff an^ashemet was killed ; none dwelling in it 
since his death. At this place we staid, and 
sent two savages to the inhabitants, and to in- 
form them of our ends in coming, that they 
might not be fearful of us. Within a mile of 
this place we found the women of the place 
together, with their com in heaps, whither we 
supposed them to be fled for fear of us, and the 
more, because in dirers places they had newly 
pulled down their houses, and for haste in one 
place had lefl some of their corn, covered with 
a mat, and nobody with it. 

" With much fear they entertained us at first, 
but seeing our gentle carriage towards them, 
they took beart, and entertained ne iu the best 
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muuieT they could, boiling cod and such other 
things as they htkd for ua. At leagth, with 
much sending for, came one of theiT men, 
shaking and trembling with fear. But when 
fae saw that we intended them no hurt, but 
came to truck, he promised us with his akins 
also. Of him we inquired for their queen, but 
it seemed she was far &om thence, at least we 
could not see her. Here Tiaquantum would 
have ua rifled the savage women, and taken 
their akins, and all such things as might be 
serviceable for us ; for (said he) the; are a bad 
people, and have ofl threatened you ; but our 
answer was, were they never so bad, we would 
not wrong them, or give them any just occasion 
against us ; for their words we little weighed 
them ; but if they once attempted any thing 
against us, then we would deal far worse than 
he desired. Having well spent the day, we 
returned to the shallop, almost all the women 
accompanying qb to the shore. We promised 



u.s.ioMt, Google 



S4 8BAWHUT, OR THE 

them to come again to them, and they to ae, to 
keep their skins. 

" Within this bay, the savages aay, there are 
two rivera; the one whereof we saw, having a 
fair entrance, but we had no time to discover 
it. Better harbors for shipping cannot be than 
here are. At the entrance of the bay are many 
rocks, and in all likelihood good fishing gronnd. 
Many, yea, most of the islands have been in- 
habited, some being cleared from end to end, 
but the people are all dead or removed. Our 
victual growing scarce, the wind craning fair, 
and having a light moon, we Bet out at evening, 
and through the goodness of God, came safely 
home before noon the day following, with a 
considerable quantity of beaver and a good re- 
port of the place, wishing we bad been seated 
there." 

As seen from Chailestown, Boston at this 
time had the ^pearance of a tongue of land 
running into the harbor, swelling into three 
high hilla. One at the north, now called Copp's 
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hill j one at the east, uow Fort hill ; another 
forming the whole western extremity of the 
place, now called Beacon bill. On the largest 
hill were three lolly eminences, and ool the 
easternmost of these were three little rising 
faillocka in a continuous range. These circum- 
stances put together gave the first European 
name to the place, wUch was Tri-mountain. 
The Indian name was Shawmut, which meaua, 
OS has been supposed, living fountains, and was 
given on account of the springs of water which 
abounded here, to which the Indiana reaorted 
in their canoes when there was a season of 
drought One of these perpetual springs Is 
seen on the Common, called Frog Pond. After 
the removal of the colony, by order of the court, 
September 7, 1630, the place waa called Boston, 
in houM of their second minister. Rev. John 
Cotton, who was then expected from Boston in 



ii^iana. 

At another point of view, Boston presented 
the appearance of two peninsulas, north and 
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Bouth, connected by a very narrow neck of 
land, somewhere near Blackstone street; and 
when the tide was high, it looked like two 
islands. The long, narrow isthmus by which 
the whole was connected to the main land, was 
at the south end^ now called the Neck. The 
peninsula was almost destitute of trees, like the 
most of the islands. The soil was good, and 
easily cultivated, but afibrded little meadow for 
pastures. Such was Boston before it became 
the habitadoD of civilized man. 
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CHAPTER III. 



The first settler of Shawmut was Mr, William 
Blackstooe. He probably came orer with the 
company under Eadicott, who settled at Salem, 
as we shall see in the cotirse of the narrative. 
Mr. Blackstone built him a cottage at a point 
' somewhere near Leverett street, not very far 
from Cragie's bridge, and became sole proprie* 
tor of the whole peninsula, which was after-- 
wards bought of htm. Here he lived nine or 
ten years, and saw the foundation of society 
laid. He was a very eccentric character. He 
was an ordained minister of the English church, 
but holding puritan sentiments, he preferred to 
enjoy them unmolested in the wilderness. H^ 
loved his liberty so well, that he would not con- 
nect himself with the church established here. 
He said, " I came from England because I did 
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not tike the Lord-Bishops; audi cannot join 
with you, because I would not be under the 
Lord-Brethren." He retained nothing while 
here of his ministerial character but his canon- 
ical coat. He devoted himself to the cultivation 
of the si* acres of land which he retained in 
hia posaeasion, and planted there, it is said, the 
first orchard of apple-trees in New England. 
It is supposed that he lefl Boston, because he 
waa annoyed by the strict sectarian laws that 
were established by the colony, and banished 
himself again to the wilderness, in a place now 
called Cumberland, ou the banks of Pawtucket 
river. Here he built his house in the midst of 
a park, planted an orchard near it, and divided 
his time between study and labor. He called' 
his rural retreat Study hill, and made it his 
permanent residence until the day of his death, 
which happened May 5!6, 1675, two years after 
he had buried his wife. He was a man of a 
kind and benevolent heart ; and when he went 
to Providence to preach, which he did occa- 
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sionally, notwithstanding his disagreement in 
t^iaion with Roger Williams, he would carry 
with him some of his beautiful apples as a pres- 
ent to the children, who never had seen such 
fiuit before. Indeed, the kind called yellow 
sweetings, were first produced from his orchard ; 
and the older inhabitants, who had seen apples 
in England, had not before seen that sort. His 
eccentricity is seen in the fact, that he used, in 
his old age, to ride into Providence on a bull, 
which, for want of a horse, he had trained for 
that purpose. " The death of this venerable 
pilgrim," says the historian, " was at a critical 
period, the beginning of an Indian war. His 
estate was deserted, and his house burnt by the 
natives. His library, which contained 186 
volumes, from folios to pamphlets, shared the 
same fate. His family is now extinct, A flat 
stone marks his grave on Study hill ; but we 
hope and trust the musing stranger will here* 
after find his name on some m.arble tablet of 
historical inscriptions, erected by the munificent 
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hand of some Bostouian." And I will add, in 
the city of Boaton, which, for a ahort time, was 
called for him Blackatone Neck, on the very 
Bpat where he erected the first GhriBtisn dwell- 
ing place. 

Such was the first settler o! Bosttm. Who 
followed himT 
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CHAPTER lY. 



In persecuting dissenters, Charles I. walked 
in the steps of his father. The court of high 
commission, stimulated by the Buperstitious zeal 
of the iatolerant Archbishop Laud, continued 
to exercise despotic sway over the religious 
futh and practices of the people. Ministers, 
magiatrates, persons in every station of life sus- 
pected of deviations from the rites and obser- 
vances of religion established by law, were 
arrested, and compelled to bear witness agunat 
themselves. This continued until the spirit of 
liberty in the nation arose in a Btorm of exposi- 
tion, and overwhelmed the king and his coun- 
seHors, the national church and the throne itself, 
in common ruin. Meanwhile the eyes of many 
who were persecuted for conscience' sake, were 
turned foi refiige to the wilderaeas acrou the 
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deep, whither the pilgrims from Holland had 
led the way. The name of the -Kev. Joha 
White, minister of Dorchester in England, will 
be held in grateful remembrance so long as 
New England remains the asylum of liberty. 
Discerning in the settlement at Plymoatb the 
dawning of a brighter day for true religion on 
earth, he devoted himself to the enterprize of 
extending the colonization of these shores by 
Christian communities. The first movement, 
like almost all such heginnings, was disastrous. 
Mr. Roger Conant, formerly connected with 
the Plymouth colony, led forth a little company 
from Nantasket to Cape Ann, and from thence 
to Salem. Here his companions, disheartened 
by the difhculties and perils of their situation, 
deserted him, with the exception of three per- 
sons. To these Mr. White wrote, entreating 
them to hold fast imtil he could send out a re- 
enforcement and supplies of provision from 
England. In 1628, the council of Plymouth, 
in England, sold to six distinguished gentlemen 



u.s.ioMt, Google 



•ETTLEHENT OF BOSTON. •tU 

of Dorchester, a -tract extending three miles 
sonth of the Charles Rirer, uid three miles 
north of the Merrimack, and stretching &om 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. To these proprie- 
tors were joined, by the indefatigable exertion 
of Mr. White, many other persons, some of 
whom were men of large fortune and elevated 
rank, and all breathed a spirit of holy ardor to 
promote the kingdom of Christ in the new 
world. Among the new associates were Win- 
thtop, Dudley and Johnson, names destined to 
be forever honored in the history of Boston. 
The company thus formed, immediately began 
the work of emigration. Mr. John Endicott, 
one of the six original proprietors, was first sent 
forth with a small colony to join the forlorn 
hope at Salem, under the hrave and magnan- 
imous Con ant. 

In the course of the summer succeeding their 
arrival, three brothers by the name of Sprague, 
accompanied by a few others, made an explor- 
ing tour to llie westward. Penetrating the 
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woods about twelve miles from Salem, they 
came to a neck of land between two rivers, 
ruaniog into the bay, called bj the Indians, 
Mishawum. Here, to their Burprise, they found 
one English cottage, thatched and palisaded, 
situated near the river at the south side of the 
west hill. It was owned by Thomas Walford, 
a blacksmith, whose services and good conduct 
had procured him the favor and protection of 
the Indian sachem. They had no difficulty in 
getting permission to settle in this place. It 
was afterwards called Charlestown, in honor of 
the king. 

The next year, 1629, a large company, cen- 
sisting of three hundred and sixty souls, under 
the pastoral care of Rev. Francis Higginson, 
arrived in Salem. Of this company about one 
hundred removed to Charlestown. 

These expeditions awakened an interest 
throughout the puritan population of England. 
Efforts had been made to obtain a charter for 
this company under the royal seal, which, after 
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some clday, was granted March 4, 1639. By 
this charter the company was made a body 
politic, by the name of the Governor and Com> 
pany of the Masaaohusetts Bay ia New England. 
The goTernment was to be administered by a. 
governor, deputy governor, and eighteen assist- 
tmts, who were to be chosen annually by the 
members of the company. It was proposed 
that the charter should be transferred with the 
emigrants to the colony, ao that the government 
might be administered on the spot. This was 
a momentous proposition, involving great polit- 
ical c<ai3equenceB, and was felt by many lead- 
ing members of the corporation to be a suffi- 
cient inducement to emigrate with their fami- 
lies. After serious debate, it was agreed to by 
general consent. By this act the company in 
e^ct was to become " an independent pro- 
vincial government." Was it legal? It was 
bnt an agreement to bold the legal meetings of 
the corporation in Massachusetts, rather than 
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in England ; and in the sequel it was so allowed 
by the English courts. 

This decision acted like a charm. Swarms 
of families now offer to emigrate. During the 
season, about fiileen hundred persons embarked 
in fourteen vessels, to form a new plantation in 
Massachusetts. This was the largest colony 
that ever left the old world for America. Mr. 
John Winthrop was elected goremor, and Hr. 
Thomas Dudley deputy governor. Mr, Win- 
throp kept a journal of every important event 
from his firM embarking in 1630, to the year 
1644. The following will be interesting as his 
first entry : 

" Anno Domini 1630, March 29th, Monday. 
Riding at the Cowes, near the Isle of Wight, 
in the Arabella, a ship of 350 tons, whereof 
Obtain Peter Milburne was master, being 
manned with 52 seamen and 28 pieces of ord- 
■ance. The wind coming to the N. by W. the 
evening before; in the rooming tliere .came 
aboard us, Mr. Cradock, the late governor, and . 
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tbe maater of his two ships, Cq>tain John Love, 
master of the Ambrose, and Mr. Nicholas 
Tharlston, master of the Jewel, and Mr. Thom- 
as Beacher, master of the Talbot, which three 
ships then rode by us ; the Charles, the May- 
flower, the William and Frances, tbe Hopewell, 
the Whale, the Success, the Trial, being at 
Hampton, and not ready. When, upon con- 
ietence, it was agreed, that in regard it was 
uncertain when the rest of the fleet would be 
ready, four ships should consort together ; the 
Arabella to be admiral, the Talbot vice admiral, 
the Ambrose rear admiral, and the Jewel a 
captain ; and accordingly articles of consortship 
were drawn between the said captain and mas- 
ter ; whereupon Mr. Cradock took leave of us, 
and our captain gave him a farewell with four 
or five shot. About ten of the clock we weigh- 
ed anchor and set sail, with the wind at the 
N., and came to an anchor again over against 
Yarmouth, and the Tajbot weighed likewise, 
ind cane and anchored b7 us." 
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While waiting for favorable winds in the 
harbor of Yarmoath, they prepared and pub- 
lished an afiectionate farewell to their native 
country. 

" The hiimble request of his majesty's loyal 
subjects, the governed and the company, late 
gone for Nevr England, to the rest of their 
brethren in the Church of England. 

" Keverend Fathers and Brethren : — The 
genera] rumor of this solemn enterprise, wherein 
ourselves, with others, through the providence 
of the Almighty, are engaged, as it may spare 
us the labor of imparting our occasion unto 
you, so it gires us the more encouragement to 
strengthen ourselves by the procurement of the 
prayers and blessings of the Lord's faithful ser- 
vants; for which end we are bold to have re- 
course unto you, as those whom God hath 
placed nearest his throne of mercy, which, aa 
it affords you the more opportunity, so it im- 
poseth the greater bond upon yon to intercede 
for his people in all their straits : we beseech 
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jou, therefore, b; the mercies of the Lord J&- 
aus, to consider ua aa your brethren, standing 
in very great need of your help, and earnestly 
imploring it. And howsoever your charity may 
have met with some occasion of discourage- 
ment, through the mtsreport of our intentiona, 
or through the disaSection or indiscretion of 
Bome of us, or rather, among ub — for we are 
not of those that dream of perfection in this 
world — yet we desire you would be pleased to 
take notice of the principles and body of our 
company, aa those who esteem it our honor to 
call the Church of England, from whence we 
rise, OUT dear mother, and cannot part from 
OUT native country, where she specially resideth, 
without much sadness of heart, and many teus 
in our eyes ; ever acknowledging that such 
hope and part aa we have obtained in the com- 
mon salvation, we have received in her bosom, 
and sucked it from her breasts ; we leave it not, 
therefore, as loathing that milk wherewith we 
were nourished there, but, blessing Qod for the 
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paTcntage and education, as members of the 
same body, shall always rejoice in her good, 
and unfeignedly grieve for any sorrow that shall 
ever betide her ; and while we have breath, 
Bincerely desire and endeavor the continuance 
and abundance of her welfare, with the enlarge- 
ment of her bounds in the kingdom of Christ 
Jesiis, 

" Be pleased, therefore, fathers and brethren, 
to help forward this work now in hand, which, 
if it prosper, yon shall be tlie more glorious; 
howsoever, your judgment is with the Lord, 
and your reward with yoai God. It is a usual 
and laudable exercise of your charity to com- 
mend to ^e prayers of your congregations, the 
necessities and straits of your private neigh- 
bors : do the like for a church springing out 
of your own bowels. We conceive much hope 
that this remembrance of us, if it be frequent 
and fervent, will be a most prosperous gale in 
our soils, and provide such a passage and wel- 
come .for OS fnxn the God of thtt whole earth, 
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aa both we shall find it, and yourselves, with 
the rest of onr friends who shall hear of it, shall 
be much enlarged to bring in such daily returns 
of thanksgivingB as the specialities of His provi- 
dence and goodness may justly challenge at our 
hands. Yoa are not ignorant that the Spirit 
of Ood sdrred up the apostle Paul to make 
continual mention of the church of Philippi, 
(which was a colony from Rome.) Let the 
same Spirit, we beseech you, put you in mind, 
that are the Lord's remembrancers, to pray for 
us without ceasing, (who are a weak colony 
from yourselves,) making continual request for 
us to God in all your prayers. 

" What' we entreat of you that are the minis- 
ters of God, that we also crave at the hands of 
all the rest of our brethren, that they would at 
no time forget us in their private solicitations 
at the throne of grace. 

"If any there be who, through want of clear 
intelligence of our course, or tenderness of 
auction towards us, cannot conceive so well 
4* 
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of ns as we could desire, we would entreat such 
not to demise na ; nor to desert us in their 
piiyere and affections; but to consider ratfa^ 
that they are so much .the more bound to ez- 
preu the bowels of their compassion towards 
ns, remembering always that both nature and 
grace doth ever bind us to reliere and rescue, 
with (Kir utmost and speediest power, such as 
are dear to us, when we conceire them to be 
running uncomfortable hazards. 

" What goodness you shall extend to us on 
this or any other Christian kindness, we your 
brethren in Christ Jesus, shall labor to repay in 
what duty we are or shall be able to perform, 
promisiug, so far as God shall enable us, to give 
Him no rest on your behalf, wishing our heads 
and hearts may be aa fountains of tears for your 
everlasting welfare, when we shall be in our 
poor cottages in the wilderness, overshadowed 
with the spirit of supplication, through the 
manifold neceasities and tribulations which 
may not altogether mtaxptOaily, nor, w« bop^ 
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nnpTofitably befall us. And so commending 
70U to the grace of God in Christ, we Bhall ever 
rest" 

A few days after leaving Tarmouth, whila 
the fleet was paMing down the channel, a scene 
took place of a somewhat tragic interest, which 
enlivened the commencement of a royage not 
inach characterized by maiTelloua incident^ 
It gives us a peep at the belligerent state of the 
world at this time. It is thus described in the 
journal: 

" Friday, April 0th. — In the ni^ we dis- 
covered, from the top, 8 sail astern of us, whom 
Captain Love told us he bad seen at Dunninaat 
in the evening. We supposing they might be 
Dunkirkers, our Captain caused the gun room 
and gnn deck to be cleared, all the hammocks 
were taken down,, our ordnance loaded, and 
our powder chests and fireworks made ready, 
and our landmen quartered among the seamen, 
■nd 35 of them quartered for musketeers, and 
•vary maD written down &r their qnwter. 
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" The wind coutiaued N., with fair weather, 
and afternoon it calmed, and we etill saw those 
eight ships to stand towards us ; having more 
wind than we, they came up again, bo that our 
Captain and masters of the consorts were more 
occasioned to think they might be Dunkirkers, 
for we were told at Yarmouth, that there were 
ten sail of them waiting for ua ; whereupon we 
all prepared to fight with them, and took down 
some cabins which were in the wa; of our ord- 
nance, and out of every ship was thrown such 
matter aa were subject to take fire, and we hove 
our long boat, and put up our waste cloths, and 
drew forth ou; men, and armed them with mus- 
kets and other we^tons, and instruments [<« 
fireworks ; and for an experiment, our Captain 
shot a hall of wild fire fastened to an arrow, out 
of a crosB-bow, which burnt in the water a good 
Ume. The lady Arabella and the other women 
and children were removed into the lower deck, 
that they might be out of danger. All things 
being -thus fitted, we went to prayer upon the 
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upper deck. ~It was much to see how cheerful 
and comfortable all the company appeared ; not 
a woman or child that showed fear, though M 
did apprehend the danger to hare been great, 
if they had proved as might well he expected, 
for there had been eight against four, and the 
least of the enemy's ships were reputed to 
carry 30 brass pieces, but our trust was in the 
Lord of Hosts ; and the courage oi* our Captain, 
and his care and diligence, did much encourage 
US. It was now about one of the clock, and 
the fleet seemed to be within a league of ns ; 
therefore the Captain, because he would show 
he was not afraid of them, and that he might 
see the issue before night should overtake us, 
tacked about and stood to meet them ; and 
when we came near, we perceived them to be 
our friends ; the little Neptune, a ship of some 
twenty pieoes of ordnance, and her two c<Mr 
sorts, bound for the Streights ; a ship of Hamp- 
■ ahire, and a Frenchman and three other Eng- 
lish ships bound for Canada and Newfoundland, 
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So when we drew near, every ship ai they met 
saluted each other, aod the Mayflower and oura 
discharged their email shot; and so (God be 
praised) our fear and danger was turned into 
mirth and friendly entertiunment, our danger 
being then over." 

Detained on the coast by a variety of causes, 
it was not till the 11th of April that the little 
fleet was fairly out of aight of land. But now 
they feel themselves separated forever from their 
homes and many friends, and making their way 
over the mighty waters to a strange land. But 
there were noble hearts on board those ships, 
that knew well the greatness and holiness of 
the objects which had drawn them into the 
enterprise. They bore with them a charter 
authorizing them to establish a new common- 
wealth in the western world, and it was their 
purpose to make it a Christian commonwealth. 
This was the idea that made them look calmly 
upon all the sacrifices \hej made in leaving 
home, and encounter cheerfully all the perils 
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and haidships of a new settlement in the wil- 
derness. They felt that Ood was with them Id 
their wandertnga, and his arm would guide 
them safely on. 

On Tuesday, the 8th of June, they made 
sight of land, which proved to be Mount Desert 
" W^ had now," ■ aaya the journal, " fine sun- 
shine weather, and so pleasant a scene here as 
did much refresh us, and there came a smell 
off the shore like the smell of a garden. There 
came a wild pigeon into oar ship, and another 
small land bird." 

On the 12th the Arabella cast anchor under 
Baker's Island, a short distance from the har- 
bor of Salem, and Mr. Endicott came on board 
to welcome them. The gOTemor, the assistants, 
snd several gentlemen and ladies of the com- 
pany, hastened with joy to set their feet apaa 
the long desired land of their adoption. 

It was their original design to establish the 
whole colony in one place, but, for a variety of 
canses, when they arriTcd, they dispersed in 
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di&rent directions from Salem to Doichester. 
The governor, in a few dajrs ailer his arrival 
at Salem, went on an exploring tour to Charles- 
town, and up Mystic River about aix miles. 
He Belccted Charlestown for his permaaent 
residence. Here he and the other officers were 
accommodated with tenements in a building 
called the Great Houae, situated ou the site of 
the present Market Square. The remainder 
of his company resided in booths and cloth 
tents in the neighborhood. 

Id a short time they began to snfier severely 
fiom sickness, and a targe number died. This 
was attributed, in part, to a scarcity of water, 
lor, strange to relate, but one spring of good 
water could be found. This was near the 
present site of (he state prison, and was covered 
by the tide at high water. 

Their rude habitations, also, were but a poor 
shelter from inoisture and the vi6issitudes of a 
changeable climate. A knowledge ot their diit> 
tress awakened the eyn^athy of Mr. Blackatose, 
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and he eent word to the governor that there 
were abundant springs of water at Shawmut, 
and invited him to remove thither. His gen- 
erous invitation was first accepted bj Mr. John- 
son, a wealthy and leading man, who, with eev- 
eral others, removed to the peninsula in Au- 
gust, 1C30. This led the way for others, and 
very soon Boston became the largest settlement 
in the bay. The first general contt of the 
colony was holden here the 19th of October, 
1030, at which time the governor and nearly 
sU the people had removed from Gbarlestown, 
leaving but seventeen male inhabitants. 



.flt, Google 



.flt, Google 



CHAPTER V. • 



Hr. JoHNioir has been called the father of 
Boston, because he led the way of the settle- 
ment of the governoT and the chief men of the 
eompany in this place. His lot was the spot 
between Court and School streets, and hia 
house occupied the site of the court house. He 
now lies bailed in the Chapel burying-ground, 
in Tremont street, which formed a part of his 
lot, and was after his decease made a public 
burying'^ound. He lived only a few months 
after bis arri?al. The general sickness which 
afflicted the plantation while at Charlestown, 
continued after the removal to Shawmut, and 
carried two hundred persons to the grave. It 
was a most devastating sickness, and spread 
destruction into almost every family. Among 
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its earliest victims was the Lady Arabella, the 
lovely and devoted wife of Mr. Johnson. She 
belonged to a noble family in England, and 
was brought up amidst the delicacies and luxu- 
ries of refined society, but her love for her hus- 
band, made her choose to brave the dangers of 
a sea voyage, and the hardships of a pioneer 
settlement in the wilderness. She only lived 
long enough to smile upon the commencement 
of the enterprise, and passed away to a better 
world. She was buried at Salem, where she 
died. Her loss preyed upon the health of her 
husband, and prepared him to sink under the 
first attack of disease. He was a husband wor- 
thy of such a wife, a wise, enterprising and 
holy man, " endued," says an early historian, 
" with many precious giAs, and chief pillar to 
support this new erected building, bo that at 
his departure there were many weeping eyes, 
and some fainting hearts, fearing the failure of 
the undertaking." 

Alarmed by the dangers which thickened 
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around them, about a hundred peieons, includ- 
ing some of the officers of Uie government, and 
leading men on whom the colony leaned with 
confidence aa the main pillars of their enter- 
prise, returned in haste to England. Thus d&- 
serted by their companion^, and oppressed by 
untried difficulties and hardships, the devoted 
remnant did not despair. Looking up to the 
Qod of Heaven in solemn prayer, their courage 
increased with the emergency, and in hope 
they waited for better days. Nor did they wait 
in vain. Ships arrive from time to time, bear- 
ing to them various supplies, fresh emigrants 
fill the vacancies made by death, the rude and 
comely edifices multiply on every side, sickness 
disappears, to return no more in like manner to 
desolate their homes, and the dark clouds that 
overhung their prospect disperse forever. 

The generous manner in which the settlers, 

in the time of their distress, administered to 

each other's wants, deserves to be commemo 

rated. The poor kindly lent their aervices to 
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the rich in their aickneaa, and the lich shared 
their scant; store of bread with the poor. It 
is related that Mr. Winthrop waa in the act of 
dividing bis last handful of meal with a poor 
neighbor, when the signal was given that a ship 
fiom England, laden with provision, had ap- 
peared in the offing, 
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Tdk first church was organized sewn after 
the colonistB landed at Charlestown. In the 
midst of their fictions, the governor proposed 
to hold a day of fasting and prayer, which was 
observed on Tuesday the 30th of July, 1631. 
The services were conducted in the open air, 
under the canopy of heaven. After worship it 
was proposed that " such persons as knew each 
other," should enter into a church covenant. 
Accordingly Governor Wlnthrop, Deputy Gov- 
ernor Dudley, Mr. Johnson, and Rev. Mr. Wil< 
ion, signed the following covenant: 

" In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
in obedteoce to his holy will and divine oidi- 
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" We, whose names are here nndei written, 
being by his most wise and good provideDce 
brought together into this part of America, in 
the bay of Massachusetts, and desirous to unite 
into one congregation or church, under the 
Lord Jesus Christ, one head, in such sort as 
becometh all those whom he hath redeemed 
and sanctified to himself, do hereby solemnly 
and religiously, as in his most holy presence, 
promise and bind ourselves to walk in aU our 
ways according to the rule of the gospel, and 
in all sincere conformity to his hrAy ordinances, 
and in mutual love and respect to each other, as 
near as God shall give us grace," 

A month afterwards, on Friday, another fast 
was held, at which time the congregation chose 
Mr. Wilson for their teacher, Mr. Increase 
Nowell for elder, and Dr. Gager and Mr. A»- 
pinwall for deacons. These were all installed 
by imposition of hands, with a solemn declara- 
tion that it was only by way of election, and 
not to set aside Mr. Wilson's previous ordin^ 
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tion ill. Euglmid. Notwithstanding by these 
acts the church did in effect sepaiate herself 
&om the English establishment, and adopted 
the Congregational oider, of which an example 
had been set by the church at Plymouth. This 
was a revolutioQ into which they naturally fell ; 
for having left the shores where they had suf- 
fered so much from prelacy, they could not but 
desire to be entirely free from its domiaioa. It 
was not, however, deemed necessary nor pru- 
dent to make any parade about secession. 
Roger Williams, while pastor at Salem, refused 
to commune with the church in Boston, be- 
cause they would not make a public declaration 
of repentance for ever having coonectioa with 
the Church of England. 

Two years afterwards, a contribution of 130 
pounds was made to build a church and par- 
sonage OD opposite sides of State street. At 
this time there were one hundred and thirty 
male members, and twenty female members, in 
liiU communion. There was a distinction of 
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offices then that does not now exisL Mr. Wil- 
son, who had been installed as a teacher, was 
now chosen pastor. They endeavored to make 
the celebrated Mr. Eliot (afterwards missionary 
to the Indiana) their teacher, but he preferred 
to settle in Roxbury. Mr. Thomas Oliver was 
chosen ruling elder. He and Mr. Wilson were 
both ordained in form ; the two deacons first 
imposing hands upon the elder, and then the 
elder and two deacons upon the pastor. The 
next year the Rev. John Cotton, a man of dis- 
tinguished eloquence and piety, arrived from 
Boston in England, and was ordained teacher. 
The ceremony of calling upon the people to 
signify their election of the candidate, and on 
him to. acknowledge his acceptance, and the 
presentation of the right hand of fellowship by 
the neighboring ministers, was introduced on 
this occasion. The doctrines of the church 
were Calrinistic. It was the custom afler a 
sermon for any one who pleased to bear witness 
to the truth of what was preached ; and once « 
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week the members of a chmcfa held a meeting 
at which they repeated the sermons they heard 
on the Lord's day, and discussed the doctrines. 
Thursday there was a public lecture, after 
which a town meeting was held for the trans- 
action of business. The ministers had great 
influence in the gOTernment, and often took 
occasion to discuss political topics at the Thurs- 
day lectures. One day before the election of 
officers, Mr. Cotton preached the election ser- 
mon, and advanced the doctrine that the people 
had no more right to turn a magistrate out of 
office, than the magistrate to turn a man out of 
his freehold, without a public trial. His ser- 
mon, however, did not have the effect he pro- 
bably intended ; for the freemen proceeding 
forthwith to vote for a governor and deputy, 
Mr. Winthrop was left out, and Mr. Dudley 
chosen in his place, and Mr. R.oger Ludlow 
elected deputy. 

The support of the clergy and the mainte- 
nance of leligioii wu at the public expense. 
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and was assessed upon all the pew-holdera, and 
levied like nil other taxes. At the first meeting 
of the court of assistants, which was held on 
board the Arabella, anchored at Charlestown, 
on Monday the 23d of August, a few days be- 
fore the installation of Mr. Wilson, as before 
described, the first question settled was, how 
shall the ministers be maintained? It was or- 
dered that houses should he built for dieir ao- 
ctHnmodation at the public charge, and tbat 
Mr. Wilson should have twenty pounds per 
annum until his wife arrived from England. 

Tbss when the church and the state were 
composed of the same persons, did the state 
assume the burden of supporting the church ; 
and this practice was not wholly abolished until 
a recent date. But the civil government as- 
sumed no authority to control the faith of the 
church, or to interfere with its internal regula- 
tions. They had seen the evil of this in the 
mother country. Yet it was decreed that do 
person should be a ireeniaA of the colony who 
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was not a member of the church. And when* 
the church adjudged a inemher heretical or 
diBorderlT, the nrro of the civil law was em- 
ployed to enforce the judgment. A year after 
the settlement commenced. Governor Winthrop 
records an incident which illustrates the policy 
of that day. 

" The coDgregaticn at Watertown, whereof 
Mr. G. Phillips was pastor, had chosen Richard 
Brown for their elder, before named, who, per- 
sisting in hia opinion of the truth of the Romish 
church, and maintaining other errors withal, 
and being a man of a very violent spirit, the 
court wrote a letter to the congregation, direct- 
ed to the pastor and brethren, to advise them to 
take into consideration whether Mr. Brown 
were fit to be continued their elder or not ; to 
which, after some weeks, they returned answer 
to this effict ; — that if we would take the pains 
to prove snch things as were objected agnnst 
him, they would undertake to redress them. 

" The congregnioo being mnoh divided 
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about the elder, both parties repaired to the 
governor for asaiatance, .&c., whereupon he 
went to Watertown with the deputy governor 
and Mr. Nowell, and the congregation being 
assembled, the governor told them, that being 
come to settle peace, &c., they might proceed 
in three distinct respects: — 1. As the magis- 
tratea, their assistance being desired. 2. As 
members of a neighboring congregation. ' 3. 
Upon the answer which we received of our 
letter, which did no way satisfy us. But the 
pastor, Mr. Phillips, desired us to set with them 
as members of a neighboring congregation 
only, whereto the governor, &.c,, consented. 
Then the one aide, which had firat complained, 
were noticed to exhibit their grievances; which 
they did, to this effect ; — That they could com- 
municate with their elder, being guilty of er- 
rors, both in judgment and conversation. After 
much debate of these things, at length they 
were reconciled, and agreed to seek God in ■ 
day of humiliation, and so to have a solemn 
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writing, each party promising to reform whsf 
has been amiss, ^c. ; md the pastor gave 
thanks to God, and the assembly broke np." 

Rev. John Cotton was an extraordinary man. 
He was born in England, December 4, 1SS5, 
and received hia education in the University of 
Cambridge, .where he was honored by being 
elected fellow of Emanuel College. He after- 
wards became head lecturer, dean and catechist 
in the same college. In his twenty-eighth year 
he was elected pastor of the church at Boston, 
Lincolnshire, England ; and he entered upon 
bis duties with a heart burning with zeal for 
the salvation of souls. Being called in his turn 
to deliver a sermon at St. Mary's, Cambridge, 
he prepared himself to preach a plain, practical 
sermon, designed rather to awaken the con- 
acience, than to gratify the taste. His distinc- 
tion as a scholar, had excited the expectation 
of a more than ordinary literary feast in his 
discourse. But the officers and members of 
the University listened to his earnest and pointp 
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ed addreea without any of that " humming " bj 
which they usually .expressed theii appl&use, 
but with a disappointment which they took no 
pains to conceal. He had, however, the satis- 
faction to learn afteiwarda, that the distin- 
guished Dr. Preston, who came to hear a learn- 
ed harangue, rather than a gospel sermon, was 
awakened by the st^emn truths he heard, and 
induced to seek a personal evidence of sal?»- 
tion. On one occasion a woman, alarmed by 
the eternal consequences of her crimes, came 
forward and confessed the murder of her hus> 
baud, of which she had been guilty B<»ne yeora 
before, notwithstanding her confession exposed 
her to the dreadful penalty of being burnt alive. 
He was on some points a non-conformist, but 
be was protected from persecution by the afiec- 
tions and reverence of his people, won by bis 
zeal, faithfulness and talents. He did not long, 
however, enjoy this immunity. A profligate 
man, who had been punished for his crimes by 
some magistrates belonging to his parish, gars 
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information againat them to the officera of high 
Commission Court, that they did not kneel in 
service, nor obaerre certain other us^ea of 
religion established by law. He was told it 
was necessary that the pastor's name should be 
included in the complaint ; and though he had 
no particular ill will to Mr. Cotton, be waa 
willing to sacrifice him to his revenge upon the 
magistrates. His friend the Earl I>orBet inter- 
posed his influence in bis behalf, but in vain ; 
he could not prevent his being summoned he- 
fore the Court, and wrote to him to fly the 
country, saying, that if he had been guilty of 
adultery or murder, he might be pafdoned, but 
there was no forgiTenesa for puritanism. He 
took this fViendly counsel, and in a disguised 
dress and name, he turned towards the coast, 
with a view to take ship for Holland. After- 
wards be changed hia route, and went to Lon- 
don, where some eminent ministers sought an 
interview with him, to persuade him to submit 
his own judgment, in matters of ceremony, to 
6* 
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the established ritual ; but his conscience fotw 
bade him. Here be received a letter from Ur. 
Winthrc^, inTiting him to America. He ao 
cepted the invitation as a call of ProTideace, 
and arrived at Boston, September 4, 1633. Hia 
arrival was hailed by all the people with jo/, 
for his fame had already spread throughout the 
settlement He received various invifationa 
from the surrounding villages to settle with 
them, but being advised by the governor and 
the ministers of the colony, he concluded to 
abide in Boston, and was ordained to the office 
of teacher in the first church. As colleague to 
the excellent Mr. Wilson, he entered upoo his 
official duties with characteristic ardor. The 
order of the church was revived and improved ; 
a task by no means eaBy in a community edtw 
cated in the usages of the Church of England, 
and composed of incongruoua elements, soma 
being more, and some less inclined to eccle- 
uaitical restrictions and rules. In this labor, 
be prepared a treatiaa, entitled, the Key* of tht 
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Kingdom of Heaven, which was published in 
1644, and was long a standard among the 
churches. 

The private habits of the people needed cor- 
rection, in some respecta, and he eitended his 
influence through the government, and by pub- 
'<c diacourae, to accomplish this object. Once 
he preached a aermon at Salem on the nae of 
the veil, and bo convinced the ladies that the 
Scripture did not require it, in countries where 
custom did not make it a sign of modesty, that 
not one of them apfwared in the congregation 
in the aAemoon with a veil, and the custom 
was abandoned ! 

Hia preaching waa immediately instrumental 
of the converaioD of bouIb, as we leara from 
Mr. Winthrop'B journal, at the date of Decem- 
ber 4, 1634. "It pleased the Lord to give 
special testimony of his presence in the church 
of Boston, after Mr. Cotton was called to c^ce 
tb«e. More were converted and added to that 
cfanidli, thm to all the other ehurahcft in tbb 
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bay, (oi rather, lake, for so it waa principally 
termed, the bay being that part of the aea b^ 
tween the two capea. Cape God and Cape Ann.) 
Divers profane and notorious evil persons came 
and confessed their sins, and were comfortably 
received into the bosom of the church." 

His ardent temper betrayed him into an in- 
discretion in relation to the religions move- 
ments of Mrs. Anne Hutchinson. For at first 
he seemed to encourage her and her follower! 
in their theological notions, and received their 
applause as the only properly instructed divine 
in the country j and yet after they found them- 
selves in trouble with the government and the 
church, he explained away his points of sup- 
posed agreement with them. This course gave 
dissatisfaction to all parties, and has cast a. 
shade over bis fair fame. A disciple of Mrs. 
Hutchinson showed his disapprobation by send- 
ing bim a pound of candles, with the message 
that the candles were sent because it was 
thought he needed more light. Mr. Cotton 
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mildl; replied bj beggin^f that they would grant 
bim an iaterest in their prayers. 

Id the atraDgementa of hia housebtdd afiairs, 
Sir. Cotton was precise. His custom was la 
have familj worship twice a day ; in the mori^ 
ing, the service consisted of prayer, reading the 
Scriptures, with comments thereon, and prayer 
again. In the evening, the service was more 
simple. He was exceedingly felicitous in es- 
plaining the sacred text. A gentleman of high 
standing, who came forty miles to see bim 
while in England, declared, that his ordinary 
expositions in his family, were as valuable as 
other miniBlers' public preaching. He was 
twice married, and his wives were both distin- 
guished for theii devotional spirit. His first 
wife, who died before he came (o America, was 
peculiarly eminent for piety. From the first, 
his acquaintance with ber contributed to elevate 
his own mind to heavenly things; and he often 
mentioned that it was upon the day of their 
maniige, that h« received bit first satia&ctory 
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■Hurance of acceptance with Ood, saying, 
" God made this a day of double marriage to 
me." He had three sods and three daughters, 
and lived to see two of his sons settled in the 
ministry. 

In his piofession, Mr. Cotton held the high- 
est rank among the miniaters of New England, 
the brightest star in the rising constellation of 
the western hemisphere. He was a great stu- 
dent, spending daily twelve hours in his study. 
He could converse in Hebrew, and write Latin 
with elegance. His sermons he prepared with 
great care, though he often spoke without pre- 
meditation. His style was plain, but earnest, 
enlightened, and adapted to every capacity. 
His stature was rather helow middling, his 
countenance florid, his eye keen and expressive, 
his voice and whole mien striking and digni- 
fied. His gravity was such, that ungodly men 
felt the reproof of his presence. The tavern- 
keeper in Derby, England, his native place, 
used to say that he was not able to swear when 
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that man. was under his roof. In doctrine he 
was a Calvinist, and he often said to his friends, 
he always liked to sweeten hia mouth with a 
piece of Calvin before he went to Bleep. 

In the fall of 1652, he took a violent cold, 
while crossing the ferry to preach to the stu- 
dents at Camhridge, which brongbt on an in- 
flammation of the lungs, attended with asthma. 
He had a presentiment of his approaching end, 
and after a day of private devotion, left his 
. study for the last time, remarking to his wife, 
" I shall go into that room no more." While 
laying in expectation of death, he was visited 
by multitndes of every station in life. His 
worthy colleague, while conversing with him, 
expressed a hope that God would bless his aged 
servant in the closing up of his life. He re- 
plied, with a joyful look, " God has done it 
already, brother." Feeling hb end had come, 
he desired to be left to himself, that he might 
fix his mind upon the great change that awaited 
him ; and so lying in silence a few hours, he 
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dosed his ey«s, and yielded np his breath, ia 
the aixty-seventh year of his age. 

His death spread a gloom over the whole 
country. He was boried in the Chapel bury- 
ing-gTOund, by the aide of Winthrop and John- 
son, being followed to the grave by a most 
numerous concourse of people. His house 
stood on the site of the Swedenborgian Chapel, 
in Tremont street. 

The first pastor. Her. Mr. Wilson, BurriTed his 
colleague fifleen years, and died at the adranced 
age of seventy-nine. He was the son of Dr. 
Wilson, a prebend of St. Paul, and was educated 
at Cambridge. He first entered the sacred 
niinistry as pastor of a churdi in Sudbury, 
England, but was not long in bis living before 
he was convicted of noD-couformity, and si- 
lenced. His attention was early turned to the 
colonization of America by the Puritans. In a 
dream he saw a little temple rising out of the 
ground, which by degrees increased to one of 
very high and large dimensions, and he intw- 
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preted it as predicting the prosperity of Christ's 
kingdom in the western hemisphere. He felt 
himself called by Providence to emigrate to 
New England. His wife, at first, was unwil- 
ling to accompany him, but after be had visited 
the country, and sent her an account of the 
prospects, and came back after her, she con- 
sented to share hia destiny in the new world. 
Cation Mather relates that Mr. Dod, a relation 
of Mrs. Wilson, sent her a present, not long 
afler her arrival, consisting of a brass counter, 
■ silver crown, and a gold jacobus, directing 
the messenger to give her first the brass coun- 
ter, and if she did not receive it pleasantly, to 
withhold the rest ; but if she did, to give her 
the silver crown, and next after that the gold 
jacobus, with the assurance that such would 
be the dispensations of God with her. And 
the event justified the riddle. Far different 
from his wife was the faith of Mr. Wilson. 
Under all the changes of his lot, he relied 
•tcadtetly and ciwerfiiUy or the Oirine Piovt- 
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deoce. Returning one day from an excuraion 
into the country, he was met by one, who told 
him that his house had taken fire and bomt 
down. " Blessed be God," exclaimed he, " He 
has burnt this house, because he intends to 
give me a better." His moral courage was 
equal to hia faith. From the first he never 
shrunk from reproving sin, especially when 
committed in his presence. While employed 
as chaplain in the house of Lady Scudamore, 
he observed that the gentry who visited her 
house on Sunday, amnsed themselves at table 
by talking about the exploits of their bawka 
and hounds at hunting. He reproved them, 
and a gentleman thanked him for the correc- 
tion, and for that time the conversation was 
changed ; but the next Sunday the same dis- 
course was resumed. Whereupon Mr. Wilson 
remarked, that " the hawks they talked about 
were the birds which picked up the seed of the 
word after the hearing of it." The husband 
of Lady Scudamore was offended at his free- 
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dom, and she hinted to him that ao apology 
was necessary. He told her that bo long as he 
was employed as a, minister in her house, he 
should do his duty. His firmness prevailed, 
and similar conversation was aflerwards avoid- 
ed in bis presence. 

His style of preaching wae neither brillinni 
nor learned, but it was judicious, sound, and 
animated by an affectionate zeal. It was cal- 
culated to make the hearer think of himself 
and his sins, and to lead him to Christ. In 
doctrine he was orthodox, according to the 
theology of the times. He had no taste for 
novelties in religion, and was slow to change 
any opinion or usage he had adopted. In his 
declining years, he lamented the errors that 
were spreading among the churches, and feared 
that the faith of the first pilgrims would finally 
vanish ttora the land. 

Benevolence was the brighest jewel in his 
diadem of virtues. His heart was an overflow- 
ing fountain of kindly afiections, and his hand 
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was ever ready to relieve the afflicted. His 
hospitality was unbounded. Mr. Wood, the 
nitty cobbler, in imitation of his forte for wri- 
ting anagrams, gave the following on his name, 
" I pray come in, you are heartily welcome." 
It is the property of love to beget lofe ; and 
there was scarcely a person in the colony who 
did not cherish for him decided esteem. On 
an occasion of general muster of the military, 
a person remarked, to him, good bumoredly, 
"Sir, I will tell you a great thing; here is a 
mighty body of people, and there are not stvat 
of them all but what love Mr. Wilson." " Sir," 
said Mr. Wilson, " I will tell you aa good a 
thing as that; here ia a mighty body of people, 
and there is not so mlich as one of them all but 
Mr. Wilson loves him." 

• It is not wonderful that such a man enjoyed 
communion with God, and often felt his soul 
overpowered with the glorious prospect of the 
future. Hia last sermon was preached at Rox- 
bury, from one of the Paalms of David, at the 
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close of which he said, " Were these the ]aat 
words I should ever speak, I would say. Halle- 
lujah, hallelujah, praise ye the Lord." In his 
death the people mouioed the loss of a faithful 
shepherd, who had identified himself with his 
dock in all their eventful fortunes. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



FOBTXAlTimSl 



Boston was the seat of goremment for the 
colony of Massachusetu. The gorernmeiit u 
it was settled in a short time, was vested Id a 
governoi, deputy governor, board of assistants, 
and deputies from each town. At first they sat 
together, but afterwards formed two houses, one 
having a negative upon the doings of the other. 
No man was entitled to vote at an election who 
was not a member of the church. The Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments were 
regarded as the basis of legislation. The gov- 
ernment, therefore, like that which Moses estab- 
lished in Canaan, was a sort of exclusive reli- 
gious Republic, in which every man who was 
willing to subscribe to tha divine covenant, had 
to •^■1 privilege. It wu neeettwy, howerei;. 
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that be should UDderstaad the ChiistiBn system 
as they did, and conform to the same ordi- 
nances. At lirst, this constitution was not op- 
piessiTe, for almost every man was a member 
of the church ; but it afterwards wrought evil 
in the colony. This exdusiveneas, however, 
has been too severely censured, as if it admitted 
of no apolt^. Haring fled to this wilderness 
to enjoy unmolested therr religious faith and 
worship, the pilgrims were jealous of their 
privileges, and feared to open the door of civil 
treedom too wide, lest by the gradual emigra- 
tion of a majority holding difierent views, they 
might again be oppressed. Such was their 
fear, that they would suffer no cue to take up 
his residence among them without the consent 
of the magistrate. Every man was required to 
attend church regularly, and by express statute 
they prohibited every form of religion but their 
own. " The order of the churches and the 
commonwealth," writes Mr. Cotton with cbar- 
acteristic ardca, " is now so settled by comnun 
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consent, that it brings to mind the new heaven 
and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous 
ness." But time soon demonstrated how much 
was yet waoting to make this system perfect. 
" While the state," says the eloquent historian 
of the United Slates, " was cementing, by the 
closest bonds, the energy of its faith with its 
form of goTernmeut, there appeared in the meri- 
diiin, one of those clear minds which sometimes 
bless the world by the power of seeing much 
truth in purest light, and reducing the just 
conclusion of their principles to a bright and 
consistent practice. 

" In Febrtiary4>f the first year of the colony, 
but a few months after the arrival of Winthrop, 
and before either Cotton or Hooker bad em- 
barked for New England, there arrived at Nan- 
tasket, (now called Hull,) afier a stormy pas- 
sage of sixty-six days, ' a young minister, 
godly and zealous, having many precious gifts.' 
It was Roger Williams. He was but little 
more than twenty years of age, but his mind 
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had already matared a doctrine which secures 
him an immortality of fame, aa its application 
has given religious peace to the world. He 
was a puritan, aad a fugitive from English per- 
secution ; but his wrongs had not cloiided his 
accurate understanding. In the capacious re- 
cesses of his mind, he had rerolved the nature 
of intolerance, and he, and he alone, had ar- 
rived at the just principle which is its sole 
effectual remedy. He announced his discoTery 
under the simple proposition of the sanctity of 
conscience. The civil magistrate should re- 
strain crime, hut never control opinion ; should 
punish guilt, but never violate the freedom of 
the soul. The doctrine contained in itself an 
entire reformation of theological jurisprudence. 
It would blot from the statute book the fallacy 
of non-conformity ; would quench the fires that 
persecution has so long kept burning ; would 
repeal every law compelling attendance on 
public worship ; would abolish tithes, and all 
forced c<Mitribution to the maintenance of reJi- 
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gion ; nou)d give a general pTotection to every 
form of religious faith, and would ne?er sufTer ' 
the authority of the civil government to be 
enlisted against the mosque of the Mussulman, 
oi the altar of the fire- worshipper ; against the 
Jewish synagogue, or the Romish cathedral." 

This glowing description presents only the 
bright side of the picture ; if the lofty principle 
of unqualiiied toleration was in advance of his 
age, and therefore not appreciated, it was con- 
nected with other sentiments which appear 
absurd to us. Such as, it was wrong " for a 
magistrate to tender an oath to an unregenerate 
man, for he would thereby have commuuion 
with a wicked man in the worship of God, and 
cause him to take the name of God in vain ;" 
and "that it was not Ia4|ful for an unregene- 

nan to pray, or for a good man to join in 
family prayer with those he judged unregene- 

" and " that after meals we should not 
etarn thanks ;" and that the patent of Charles 

} of no validity, forasmuch as he had no 
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right to cede territory belonging to the abo- 
ligines. 

These and other extravagant doctrines held 
by him were urged in a rigid and uncharitable 
spirit. He required the church at Salem, of 
which he was pastor, to refuse communion with 
the Boston church, because the; did not pro- 
claim (heir repenlance for their former con- 
nection with the English establishment ; and 
when the Salem church did not consent to snch 
an act of bigotry, he withdrew with a party, and 
held a separate meeting. It is said he refused 
to live with his wife, because she would not fol- 
low him in forsaking the chnrch. His influence 
was great in Salem, and nambersof the military 
refused to march under the colors of England, 
because they had on them the cross, which he 
denounced as a popish sign ! 

These doctrines and movements disturbed 
the whole colony. They were in direct oppo- 
«tion to the system of government and the 
habits of society. In the end, a great fire vu 
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kindled, and Roger Williams was banished firom 
Massachusetts. He fled, in the dead of winter, 
to the Indians, who received bim hospitably, as 
a friend to their race. In the spring he sought 
and found an abiding place at the head of Nar- 
raganset bay. The place he called Providence, 
in token of the Divine protection granted him; 
and here he founded the capital of the state of 
Rhode Island. But his great principle could 
not be exiled, and it uow forms the basis of our 
religious liberty. Before better views obtained 
in the progress of civilization, the Episcopalians 
and the Baptists were persecuted, the followers 
of Anne Hutchinson and herself were op- 
pressed, and worst of all, the Quakers were 
hung in three instances, because they were ob- 
stinate, and when banished, would not leave the . 
place. 

The government of the affairs of the town 
was committed to ten selectmen, then called 
towns-men, of whom the first on record was 
Mr. Winthrop. A more interesting character 
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than Winthrop is scarcely to be found in 
American history. Some of my readers have 
often seen his portrait in the state house. He 
was tall and well formed, his visage long, a 
high forehead, with dark blue eyes, and dark 
hair, worn in the form of a wig. His counte- 
nance beamed benevolence and wisdom. Made 
a justice of the peace in his native town in 
England at the early age of eighteen, he grew 
up in the exercise and art of government. His 
prudence, patience, courage and energy- made 
him the successful pilot of the ship of state in 
the unchartered waters into which she was 
launched. He was not a democrat. " The 
best part of a community," said he, " is always 
the least ; and of this least part the wiser is 
always the less." He was liberal in his natural 
disposition, and it was with reluctance that he 
yielded to the reigning spirit of intolerance in 
religion. Having been applied to in his last 
illness to sign an order for the banishment of a 
minister, he refiised, saying, he had done too 
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much or that already. In private life he was 
frugal and temperate, hospitable ahd exceed- 
JQglj generous to the poor. One hard winter 
complaint was made to him that a person fre- 
quently Btole wood from his pile. " Does he," 
said Mr. Winthrop ; " send him to me, and I 
wilt take a course with him that will cure him 
of stealing." The man appeared, trembling 
under the terrors of the law. " Friend," said 
the governor, " it ia a cold winter, and I doubt 
you are but poorly provided with wood. You 
are welcome to supply yourself at my pile until 
the winter is over." 

His religion shone out through all his life, 
and gave a higher lustre to his character. He 
was zealous for truth and righteousness. Often 
would he hear, witness to the minister in the 
congregation; and frequently he visited the 
neighboring towns to prophesy, as it was called, 
that is, discourse religiously. His character 
was admired, not only throughout New Eng- 
land, but in the mother country, and at the 
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a pity that such 'a worthy gentleman should be 
DO better accommodated than with the hard- 
ships of America. 

A woDderful control of his own pasaioni 
was a proof of the grace of God in him, and 
associates him in the mind with that other 
great model of virtue which will forever adorn 
our country. On a certain occasion, one of 
the officers of (he colony wrote him a " sharp 
letter," complaining of hia <^cia) acta. He 
handed it back to the messenger, after he had 
read it, remarking, that he " was not willing to 
keep BQch a letter of provocation by him." Not 
long afterwards, while the colony was saflbriag 
fiom scarcity of food, the same gentleman sent 
to buy some of his cattle. The governor aent 
them to him, begging that he " would receive 
them aa a token of his good will." The gen- 
tleman wrote hack, " Sir, your overcoming of 
yourself, hath overcome me." 

This admirable temper be cairied in all hii 



u.s.ioMt, Cookie 



BETTLEHENT OP BOSTON. OH 

public ]ife. Cotton Mather says of him, that 
he had " atudied that book,' which, profesaiag 
to teach politics, had but three leaves, and on 
each leaf but one word, and that word was 

UonERATION." 

His end was peace. Worn with the toil of 
pUoting society ia thia wilderness, and with 
domestic affliction, in the loss of three wives 
and six childien, at the age of aixty-two he felt 
a rapid decay of his faculties, and spoke of his 
^preaching dissolution. His view of death 
was prophetic. A fever, after a uxuith's con- 
finement, sealed up his eyes in death. His 
body lies buried at the north end of the Chapel 
burying-ground. Such was the man who, 
abore all others, might be called the founder 
and father of Boston. 

Mr. Thomas Dudley, the first deputy gov- 
ernor, was a man of marked character. He 
was trained to the law in hia youth, and bad 
seen aerrice as a captain of the army in the 
wan of the continent fie became a puritan 
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after hii retirement from tbe army ; and when 
the project of the Massachusetts colonj was 
determined upon, he was selected as a miitable 
person to condact its fortunes. He was a man 
of sound sense, sterling integrity, and uncom* 
promising faith. 

He was rigid in his religious opinioDB, and 
went far beyond Wintbrop in enforcing the 
sectarian laws of the state. He considered 
that the various c^inions that were struggling 
to manifest themselves from time to time, tend- 
ed to licentiousness ; and he was desirous that 
it should be inscribed on his grav&«tone, that 
he was no friend to unlimited tderation, which 
he called Ubertinism. In bis pocket, after his 
death, were found the following lines : 

" Dim eye, deaf ear, cold stomach, shew 
My dissolution ia in view ; 
Eleven times seven near lived have 1, 
And now God calls, I willing diSk 
My shuttle 's shot, n^ race is rui^ 
My sun is set, my day is done ; 
it J span ii mranued, tale Is told, 
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My flower is faded uid grown old ; 

My dTeam ia vanished, ahadow's fled, 

Hy soul with Christ, my body dead. 

Farewell dear wife, children and friendi, 

Hate heresy, nuke blessed ends, 

Bear poverty, live with good men. 

So shall we live with joy again. 

Let men of God in court and chnrches wUch 

O'er such as do a toleration hatch, 

Lest that ill egg bring forth a cockatrice, 

To poison all with heresy and vice. 

If men be left snd otherwise combine, 

Hy epitaph's, I died no libertine." 

He was almost always elected deputy when 
WiDthrop was chosen governor; and several 
times he was elected governor. He had Ids 
residence first at Cambridge, which he was 
chiefly instrumental in founding, and which he 
wished to make the seat of government. For 
a short time he lived in Newburyport, but 
finally fixed his abode in Roxbury,' where he 
died, July 31, 1653. 
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ScARCELx had the pilgrimB erected their 
houses ID this new world, before thej turned 
their attention to proriding means for the edu- 
cation of the rising generation, not only in 
the elements of learning, but in the higher 
branches. 

The distinguished honor of first eslabliahing 
free schools belongs to Boston. The earliest 
notice of the subject is in the town records, 
onder date of April 13, 1635. "Agreed upon, 
that our brother Philemon Piirmont shall be 
entreated to bec<»ne achool-m aster, for the 
teaching and nurturing children with us." 
The precise plan, on which the schools were 
ionnded, is not known, but it appears that thej 
were at first supported by voluntary subscrip- 
tioDi. The aohoolt were not caiiy for the chU- 
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drea of the colonists, but the Indian children 
were aJao allowed to enjoy the privilege. Our 
fathers were not enthusiasts, looking for the 
maintenance nf civil or religious liberty without 
the aid of general, education. They knew that 
aa liberty without religion degenerates into 
licentiousness, so religion without learning 
will turn into fanaticism. Their aim, there- 
fore, was, to enlighten the whole community. 
The leading men of the state were not content 
with having their own children provided for ; 
they were willing to pay also for the education 
of the poor. The same liberal sentiments pre- 
vailed among the poorer classes, for when the 
government in 1636, the next year after the free 
school was commenced in Boston, appropriated 
four hundred pounds for the. endowment of a 
college, they brongbt forward their bumble of- 
ferings with ardor. One gave a sheep, another 
some cotton cloth, another a silver flagon, an- 
other a fruit-dish, a silver topped jug, a salt- 
cellar; some subscribed five shillings, some a 
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pound, in money, and bo upnards to larger 
sums. The site chosen for the college was 
in the tows of Newton, three miles from Uie 
ferry to Boston. Two years afterwards the 
name of the town was altered to Cambridge. 
At the same time the college was called Har- 
vard college, in honor of Rev. John Harvard, 
who died that year at Charlestown, and left a 
legacy to the institution of between seven and 
eight hundred pounds, which was a great part 
of his estate, and a valuable library of two hun- 
dred and sixty volumes. Of this man but little 
more is known than this good deed ; but this 
has immortalized his name. He came to 
Charlestown in a consumption, in the hope that 
a change of climate might benefit his health ; 
but he rapidly sunk under his disorder, and 
before a year had expired, he was laid at rest. 
He was educated at Cambridge, England, and 
the character of the books in his library, as 
well as the noble act which closed his life, in- 
dicates an elevated mind. One hundred and 
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ninety jeara after hie death, September 26, 
1S28, a granite monument was erected to his 
mtmoTj on the top of burying hill in Charles 
town. 

The college was unfortunate in its first 
president, Mr. Nathaniel Eaton, who was suffi- 
ciently well educated, but destitute of moral 
qualification for such an office. He possessed 
a violent temper, and was displaced for beating 
his tjsher with a cudgel. He was subsequently 
turned out of the church also. He was suc- 
ceeded hy Mr. Henry Dunatan, a man of an- 
other stamp, and of distinguished worth. 
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To complete the picture of the settlement 
of Boston bj the pilgrims, it is necessary to 
gllance at their intercourse with the natiTes. 

As if Providence designed to clear the way 
for the occupancy of the land by white men, 
seven or eight years before the Mayflower ar- 
rived at Plymouth, a terrible epidemic wrought 
destruction among the Indians all along the 
coast. Scarcely one in ten escaped, and the 
land was made " an Indian Golgotha." The 
Massachusetts tribe, which before could muster 
in an emergency not less than three thousand 
warriora, had dwindled down in comparison to 
a handful. How much this diminished the 
perils of the settlement, may be inferred from 
the ftte of a French ship, as mentimed by 
9 
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Cotton Mather. It was commanded by a Capt. 
Finch, who visited the countTy for purposes 
of trade. The savages came on board in a 
friendly guise, and apparently without armor ; 
but they had kniveB concealed under their 
clothes, and watching their opportunity, sud- 
denly they sprang upoh the crew, murdered 
them all, and burnt the ship. 

The disease which preyed upon the Indians 
was a sort of yellow fever. " The bodies," 
said an old Indian, " were exceedingly yellow, 
(describing it by a garment be showed,) both 
before and after they died." It may here be 
remarked that the consumption, now so fatal to 
persons of every age, was a disease common to 
the native tribes on this coast. It seems to be 
an attendant upon our climate. The young 
Indian felt it coming upon him, retired from 
the chase, and lay down in his quiet wigwam, 
and, in a few months, alternating between hope 
and fear, closed his eyes peacefully in death. 

In their general character and cnstoms, the 
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Indians of these parts were not dissimilar to the 
existing North American aborigines. They 
were divided into small tribes, under the gov- 
ernment of sachems. " Their skins," sa^s one 
whose office brought him to a familiar acquain- 
tance with the Massachusetts, " are of tawny 
color ; the proportion of their limbs well formed ; 
their hair ia black and harsh, not curling ; their 
ey£s black and dull. They take many wives, 
one of them being principal in their esteem and 
affection. They also put away their wives, and 
their wives leave their husbands upon ground 
of displeasure. Tf any wrong he committed, 
the whole tribe consider themselves bound to 
take revenge. Their houses or wigwams are 
built with small poles fixed in the ground, bent 
and fastened together with bark of trees, oval 
or arbor-shaped at the top. Their clothing is 
chiefly made of the skins of wild beasts, some- 
times mantles of the feathers of birds quilted 
artificially. The females decorate themselves 
with hracdets, necklaces, and beads of black 
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and white wampum. They are addicted to 
gtmiag, and also delight much in dancing and 
feasting. If any stranger come to their house, 
they give him the best lodging and diet they 
have. They acknowledge one Supreme doer 
of good, and another of mischief; the latter 
they dread and fear, more than they love and 
honor the chief good, which is God." 

It is evident that the colonists regarded them- 
selves somewhat in the character of mission- 
aries to the natives. The device upon the seal 
of the Charter was an Indian, erect and naked, 
holding an arrow in his right hand, and in his 
left a bow, with these words in a scroll from 
his mouth, " Come over and help us." Their 
treatment of the Indians in the vicinity was, 
almost without exception, just, humane, and 
worthy of a Christian people. Another fearful 
epidemic, ever following in the wake of Euro- 
pean emigration, the small pox, got among the 
tribes about three years after the colttny ar- 
rived, and spread desolation throughout theli 
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wigwams. The miaisters, duregarding the 
perils attending their duty, visited them in 
their afflictions, and labored assiduoualj to in- 
culcate among them the blessed hopes of the 
gospel. 

The chief sachem of this region was Wono- 
haquaham, Sagamore John, as he was called 
bj the settlers. His residence was on the 
north-east aide of the harbor at Winnisimmet, 
(now Chelsea.) He conceived a strong liking 
for the English straAgers, and reciprocated 
with them man; acts of kindaess. He fell s 
victim to the raging disorder. JAx. Cotton has 
given an account of his last days, which reveals 
both the dark superstitions of these poor 
heathen, and the evangelical ardor of the colo- 

" At our first coming, brother Sagamore 
John was the chiefest Sachem in these parts. 
His falling sick, our Paator, Mr. Wilson, hear- 
ing of it, (and being of some acquaintance with 
him,) went to visit him, taking with him >ome 
9* 
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of the Deacons of onr Chnrch, and vithall s 
little Mithridate and euong water. When he 
came to his lodging, (which the; call wigwam,) 
bearing a noyse within, he looked over the 
door to disceme what it meant, and saw many 
Indiana gathered together, and some Powows 
amongst them, who are theii Priests, Physi- 
cians and Witches. They by course spake 
earnestly to the sick Sagamore and to his di»- 
ease, (in « way of charming of it and him,) and 
one to another in a kind of Antiphonies. When 
they had done, all kept silence, our Pastor 
went in with the Deacon, and tbnnd the man 
farre spent, with his eyes set in his head, his 
speech leaving him, bis mother (old squaw 
sachem) sittinf weeping at his bed head. Well, ~ 
(saith our Pastour,) our God save Sagamore 
John; Powow cram (that is kill) Sagamore 
John ; and tberenpcm hoe felt to prayer with 
bis Deacon ; and after prayer, farced into the 
tick man's month with a spoon a little Mithti* 
dm» diwolvtd in ibe stnag wtter ; *ota:atm 
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the Sigaraore looked up, and three da^B after 
went abrosd on hunting. This providence 90 
farre prevailed with the Sagamore, that he 
promiaed to look afler the Englishman's God, 
to heare their sermons, to weare English ap- 
parell, &c. But hia neighbour Indiana, Saga- 
mores and Powows, hearing of this, threatened 
to cram him, (that is, to kill him,) if he did so 
degeuerate from his country's Gods and Reli- 
gion ; he therefore fell off, and took np bis 
Indian course of life again. Whatsoever fa- 
cility may seeme to offer itself of the conversion 
of the Indiatis, it is not so easie a matter for 
them to bold out, no not in a semblance of 
profession of the true Religion. Afterwards 
Ood struck John Sagamore againe, (and as I 
remember, with the small pox :) but then when 
they desired like succor from our Pastoar as 
before, he told them now the Lord vras angry 
with Sagamore John, and it was doubfful he 
would not 90 easily be inlreated," 
Another writer speak* thui of hi> last mo- 
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men ts, for he died of this disease: — "Being 
struck with death, he began fearfull; to re^ 
ptoach himself that he had not lived with the 
English and known their God. ' Bnt now,' he 
added, ' I must die. The God of the English 
is much angry with me, and will deslroy me. 
Ah! I was afraid of the scoffs of those wicked 
Indians. But my child shall live with the 
English, to know their Cod, when I am dead. 
I'll give him to Mr. Wilson, he much good 
man, and much love me.' " 

But the brightest example of missionary zeal 
which the whole historj' of the settlement of 
America exhibits, was that of Eliot, justly dis- 
tinguished by the title given him in his life- 
time, " the Apostle of the Indians." This 
morning star graced the dawn of civilization in 
Boston and vicinity. The Rev. John Eliot 
was born in the county of Essex, in England, 
and educated in the University of Cambridge. 
He arrived at Boston the year afler the settle- 
ment commence^. In the absence of the pas- 
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tor, who wu gone to England, he supplied the 
pulpit for geveril months, and gave bo much 
satisfaction b; his enlightened and pioua labors, 
that he was earnestly invited by the whole 
church to become b colleagoe of Mr. Wilson 
in the pastoial office. He was, howerer, under 
an engagement to serve a company, who were 
expected soon to leave England to make a 
settlement in the neighborhood of Shawmut 
When they arrived, the; selected Roxbury as 
their place of residence, and Mr. Eliot was 
installed as their pastor, and remained in that 
relation nntil his death. He bad not been long 
in the land before his heart yearned over the 
degraded and forlorn condition of the abo- 
rigines. He look an old Indian into bis family, 
and leemt of him the Indian language. He 
then began to preach among them. His first 
sermon in the Indian language was delivered 
at Nonantum, now Newton, December 8, 1646. 
His text was Ezekiel's vision of the valley of 
dry bones. After sermon he gave opportunilf 
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for tbe Indians to ask any questions. One in- 
quired whether Jesus Christ could understand 
prayera in the Indian language ; another asked 
how there could be an image of God, seeing ii 
was forbidden in the commandments ; a third 
question was, how the world became full of 
people, if tbey were all drowned. At other 
times he was asked, if* God was stronger than 
the Devil, why he did not kill the Devil 1 and 
how the English came to know so much more 
about God than the Indians, seeing they had 
one father 1 and how it came to pass that the 
sea water was salt, and the river water fresh? 
After his second sermon, one old Indian asked 
him, with tears in his eyea, whether it was not 
too late for him to be saved. After laboring 
among them for a season, he discovered that 
there was little prospect of doing permanent 
good, unless they could be induced to forsake 
their desultory, savage habits, and become civ- 
ilized. Through his inflnence, the converted 
Indians and their friends were persuaded to 
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form lowDS after the faahioo of the colonists. 
The first Indian town was built at Natick, on 
Charles RiFer, in 1651. A house of wc»ship 
was erected, and a form of goveroment adopted 
based on the general model which Jethro re- 
commended to Moses for the Israelites in the 
wililerneBa, as related in Exodus xviii. He 
established a school, and, besides the rudiments, 
he taught them logic and natural philosophy. 
Every fortnight he was on his missionary tours, 
which extended through all the tribes in the 
Massatihusetts and Plymouth colonies, as far as 
Cape Cod and Nantucket. He was resisted hy 
the sachems and powowa, who often threatened 
his life. But he was afraid of nothing in the 
discharge of his duty. He said to them, "I 
am about the work of the great God, and m; 
Lord is with me ; so that I neither fear you 
nor all the sachems in the country. I will go 
on ; do you touch me if you dare." 

He encountered all kinds of hardships with 
cheerfulness. " I have not been dry," said he, 
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" night nor day, ftom the third to the sixth dnj 
of th« week, but bo travelled ; and at night 
piUl off my boots, wring my stockings, and on 
with them again, and ao proceed. But God's 
Uessing b my help. I hare c(»iBidered the 
word of Christ, 1 Tim. ii. 3, ' Endure hardafaip 
as a good soldier of Jesus Chriet.' " 

In fifteen years after he preached the first 
sermon, he printed, in the Indian language, his 
trandfttion of the New Testament, and a few 
years after the whole Bible. His success was 
as extraordinary as his exertions. He lired to 
see twenly-four native preachers declaring to 
thonsands of their converted couotrymen the 
" unsearchable riches of Christ." During the 
wars of Philip, which resulted in the extermi- 
nation of whole tribes, he defended the towns 
of praying Indians fi^m .vicdence, when the 
fury of the exasperated colonists would bare 
whelmed them in indiscriminate destruction. 
In this angelic labor he incurred the hatred of 
toai». btibg Qpael in « boat, and wdl ni|^ 
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downed, a man who hated him for his friend- 
abip to the Indians, expressed his regret that 
the missicmary had not tost his life when he 
c«nie so near it In a short time after, this 
same man was overset .in a boat and drowned. 

Through all his labors and perils, he was 
preserved by a merciful Proridence, and after 
living to an extreme old age, he died in the 
bosom of his family, at Rosbury, May 20, 1690. 

Ur. Eliot's preaching was plain, free from 
the quaint expressions and theological quibbles 
which marked the age, earnest and inatructiTe. 
He breathed a continual spirit of prayer It 
was his constant habit to lift up his heart in 
prayer for every person he met. His henero- 
lence was unbounded, and be often gave to the 
poor what was needed by tus own family. It 
i« related, that the treasurer of the parish, 
knowing his extreme geneios^y, on one occa- 
sion when he paid him his monthly salary, tied 
it up in a handkerchief in several hard knots. 
Eliot cidled, on his way home, to see > poor 
10 
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famil; in distress, and wishing to relieve their 
wants, he tried to get at his money, but he 
could not untie the knots. So after some time 
trying, impatient of the perplesity, he gave 
handkerchief and all to the mother of the 
family, saying, " Here, my dear, take it ; I 
believe the Lord designs it all for you." 

His temperance was remarkable. One plain 
dish was all that he (flowed himself at home ; 
and his habitual drink was water. Of wine he 
said, " it is a noble and generous liquor, and 
we should be humbly thankful for it ; but, as I 
remember, water was made before it." He 
was decidedly opposed to the custom of wear- 
ing wigs, and protested a^inst the practice of 
"drinking tobacco," as smoking was called. 
His humility was extreme, for he literally wore, 
in imitation of John the Baptist, " a leathern 
girdle about his loins." 

The sun has its spots, and the most perfect 
of human kind are not without their faults. 
Eliot had as few, perh^, m any other man. 
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He finished his course amidst the atTections 
and praises of his generation ; and hia last 
words were, " welcome joy." 

The author of the Wonder Working Provi- 
dence has employed hia muse in the following 
tribute to hia memory, which, though it has 
but little of poetry in it except the rhyme, w 
interesting as showing the light in which Eliot 
was regarded by his contemporaries ; 

" Great is thy worke in wildemesse, oh maji, 
Young' Eliot, neere twenty yeaies thou host, 
In weateme world, with mickle toil, thy apan 
Spent well neere out, and dow thy gray hairs graced 
Are by thy Landlord Christ, who makea use of thee 
To feed his flock, and heathen people teach, 
In their own language, God aod Christ to see 
A Saviour, their blind hearts could not reach. 
Poor naked children, come to learn God's mind 
Before thy face, with reverend rogiird. 
Blesse God for thee may these poor heathen, blind. 
That from thy mouth Christ's gospel sweet have heard. 
Eliot, thy name is through the wild woods spread. 
Id Iniians' mouths frequent 's thy fame — for why ! 
In sundry shapes the devil made them dread. 
And now the Lord makes them their wj^wama fiy. 
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Rejoice in thia, 11&7, rather joj that thoo, 
AmoQget Chhsf I soldiera but thy nune lure aet. 
Although small gain on earth accrew to you, 
Yet Christ to crowne will thee to Heaven soooe ffat.* 

Before we leave the Indiuis, we may meo- 
lioQ a neighboring s&chem, with nhom the 
settlers had frequent and friendly intercourse. 
His residence was at Dorchester, near Neponset 
River, and his name among hia tribe was 
Chickatabot. A few months after the arrival 
of the colony, be made a visit to Governor 
Winthrop at Shawmnt, accompanied by a num- 
ber of the native men and winnen, Imnging 
with them a present of a bushel of Indian corn. 
He ^as invited to dine with the governor, and 
lie accepted the invitation for bimaelf and two 
of his attendants, one squaw, and one sannt^; 
the rest he sent home, though it rained hard, 
and the governor tirged their remaining. Be- 
ing dressed in English fashion, they sat down 
in English style at the table, and behaved, the 
governor remarka, " as soberly as any Engliil^ 
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In a few weeks the sagamore made Boston 
another visit, and wished to purchase of the 
goTcrnor a suit of clothes. Mr. Winthrop told 
him that " English sagamores did not use to 
truck," but caltiog hb tailor, he gave orders to 
make the sachem a complete suit. In return, 
Chickatabot presented the governor with two 
large skins of coat-beairer. A few days after- 
wards he returned to get his clothes ; and, be- 
ing rigged out from head to foot like an Eng- 
lishman, he sat down to dinner at the govern- 
or's bouse with do little self-complacency. At 
the table be declined eating until alter the 
governor had given thanks ; and after meat he 
desired him to do the same. He took leave 
of the governor in high spirits, and no doubt 
made a grand display of his new dress among 
his own people at Neponset. 

In this friendly manner did the fathers of 
Boston associate with the aborigines of these 
parts ; nor was there once a drop of Indian 
blood shed in their streets, nor s wigwam burnt 
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vithin flight of the city. The Btorm of Indtan 
w«r raged at a distance, and rdled away with- 
out inrolring the peaceful tribes aronnd 61uiir- 
mut. Once during the first year of the settle- 
nient, there was an alarm that the Indians of 
the interior were cpming down apon them, bnt 
it proved a false alarm, and they experienced 
nothing of the dreadful Bcenes which marked 
the early history of so many of the settlements 
in onr country. 
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The MtUement at Shawmut is now fairlj 
establiahed. Let us take a survey of it. Hers 
we Bie favored with looking Am through th« 
eyes of an actual visitant of the place, Hr. 
Woo^, who has left a gr^hic and pictuTesquo 
account of it, as he saw it in 1633. " The har- 
bor," he writes, " is made by a great company 
of islands, whose high cliK shouldet out the 
boisterous seas ; yet may easily deceive any 
nnskiltiil pilot ; presenting many fkir innings 
and broad sounds, which afford too shallow 
water for ships, though navigable for boats and 
pinnaces. It is a safe and pleasant harbor 
within, having but one common and safe en- 
trance, and that not very broad ; there scarce 
being room for three shipa to come in board to 
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boaid 8t a time ; but being ODce in, there is 
room for the anchorage of a fleet. 

" The situation of Boston is very pleasant, 
being a peninsula, hemmed in on the south 
Bide by the bay of Roxbury, and on the north 
side with Charles River, the marshes on the 
back side being not a quarter of a mile orer ; 
80 that a little fencing will secure their cittle 
from the wolves. The greatest wants are wood 
and meadow land ; being constrained to fetch 
their building timber and fire-wood fi'om the 
islands in boats, and their hay in loyters. It 
being a neck, and bare of wood, they are not 
troubled with these great annoyances, wolres, 
rattlesnakes and musquitoes. 

"This neck of land is not abore foui miles in 
compass, in form almost square, having on the 
south side, at one corner, a great broad hill, 
(now called Fort Hill,) whereon is planted a 
fort, which can command any ship, as she sails 
into the harbor. On the north side is aoolber 
hill, equal in faighneM, whereon standt a wind- 
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mill (Copp'B Hill.) To the noith-weflt is a 
high mountain, with three little rising hills on 
the top of it, wherefore it b called Tramount. 
From the top of this mountain a man may 
overlook all the islands which He within the 
bay, and descry such ships as are on the sea- 
coast. This town, although it bo neither the 
greatest or the richest, yet is the most noted 
and frequented, being the centre of the planta- 
tiona, where the monthly courts are held. Here, 
likewise, dwells the governor. This place hath 
very good land, affording rich corn-fields and 
fruitful gardens, having likewise sweet and 
pleasant springs. The inhabitants of this place, 
for their enlargement, have taken to themselves 
farm-houses in a place called Muddy Rivet, 
(Brookline,) two miles from the town, where 
there is good ground, large timber, and store 
of marsh land and meadow. In this place they 
keep their swine and other cattle in summer, 
whilst the corn is in the ground at BoMon, and 
bring them to town in winter." 
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Now let us ascend lo the top of that highest 
hill, and look down upon the town and the 
surrounding country. Two years after, by the 
way, thia highest point was called Sentry hill, 
because a beacon was set up there, to be fired, 
when occasion served, by men stationed there 
for that purpose. It was I38J feet from the level 
of the sea, between forty and fifty feet lower 
than the state house. What a delightful pros- 
pect of the bay, the surrounding country, and 
the town beneath ! The islands except one 
appear to be uninhabited ; not a wigwam is lefl. 
On that island, now called East Boston, I Bee 
one cottage, and there on an eminence four 
cannon planted. Mr. Samuel Maverick lives 
there, and he planted those cannon to defend 
himself from the Indians. He has the distinc- 
tion of being the first slave-holder, having an 
African slave in his house. Just across the 
cove on the west is a small nook of bouses in a 
place then called Winnisimmet, and now Chel- 
eea. If yon look sharp you can see the smoke 
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rising from the wigwams of Sagamore John and 
his tribe. On the left, acrosa the Mystic, you 
see Charleatown. There is a considerable 
number of small houses, and one large house; 
and there goes over a regular ferry-boat from 
Boston. Farther up Charles River is a very neat 
looking place, with some handsome houses and 
well contrived streets ; it was called Newton, 
now Cambridge. This was at first pitched 
upon by the court as the capital, and GovemoT 
Winthrop put up the frame of a house, but took 
it down soon afler and removed it to Boston, 
being persuaded that the peninsula was much 
better situated both for commerce and defence. 
Some settlements begin to appear half a mile 
west, at a place called Watertown, South-west 
two miles, is rather a rich looking settlement 
called Roxbury, where it is very rocky, espe- 
cially on the western side. A mile below is 
Dorchester, one of the largest plantations in 
Musachnsetts. Three miles below is Mount 
Wolaston, (Braintree,) and below that is Way- 
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mouth, at both which places there aie coa- 
aideraUe improTementa. 

And now let us look down upon Boston. 
There are twenty or thirty good looking farm- 
houses here, and a large number of booths, and 
s(»ne tents, scattered all about, but the greatest 
number are collected about this hill, on the 
harbor aide. I see but one church, down in 
State street, nearly c^posite to the present 
site of the Merchants Bank. The roof is 
thatched, and its walls are of mud. It was 
begun on the 26th day of May, two years after 
the settlement was made. The minister lives 
in the house opposite, in a spot to which he has 
left his name, Wilson's lane. State street is a 
highway, and runs down to the water, but I see 
no wharves yet The tide flows up below the 
church as far as Congress street, and there 
seems to be a yard for building ships. There 
is Governor Winthr<^'a dwelling, a substantial 
bouse of wood, two stories high 

There is q&ke a number of graves <m Mr 
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JohflBOD's lot, where he liei buiied. Thne t> 
a shi^ at the north comer of State street, be- 
Icngmg to Mr. Cogin. The mtrket is not 
establiBbed by the court till next year, ojqKiaite 
the post office. There are not many houMs 
at the north end. The water flowa up as for 
aa Ann street, A core sets in up to what was 
afterwards called Brattle street, and covers 
Dock square ; there is another tbsi core on the 
west side, which was afterwards called the Mill- 
pond, when a caaseway was btiilt ftom Lererett 
street to Prince street. The tide washes op as 
far as Hawkins street and Pitts street, on this 
side, and on the other as far as Baldwin place, 
where the first Baptist church was erected. All 
along below Blossom street there is a marsh to 
the rirer side. South of Beacon Hill there is 
a largo field fenced in, with a pond in the mid- 
dle, and cattle and horses feeding; at the bot- 
tom of it is a bill called Fox hill. There are 
bat few dwellings beyond this towards the neck. 
There is quite a pond where Ch&nncej place 
It 
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is, and below that a marsh ot swamp. I see 
the people buUdiag hoases and planting g»x- 
dens on all sides ; a number of ships are c<hd- 
ing into the harbor, and some vessels are build- 
ing in several places along the shore. 

The writer quoted at the beginning of this 
cht^ter has described the peninsula as denuded 
of wood, but from the f«dIowing poetic effusirai 
upon the sylvan wealth, with which the sur^ 
rounding country abounded, it appears that the 
scene we hare contemplated was sufficiently 
shaded by groves of various kinds of trees : 

" Trees both on hills and plains in plen^ be, 
The long-lived oak and mournful cypress tree, 
Sky-towering pines and cheanuta coated rough. 
The rosin-dropping fir, tor mssls in use 
The boatmen seek ; for oan, the li^ and nest Kfowo 

spruce. 
Tbe brittle ssh, the ever trembling ssp, 
The brosd-spresd elm whose concave harbors waqM^ 
Tbe water-springiDg alder, good for uoagh^ 
Small eldsiB by the Indian fletchers sought 
The knotty maple, pallid birch, hawthorn, 
Tbe bora bound tree that to be cloven sconiB, 
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Which from the tender tidb ofl takes his spouM, 
That twines embraciiig anna about hia boughs. 
Within the Indian orchard, fniila be aoroe, 
The Todd; cherry and the jetty plujn. 
Snake murthering bs.zel, with sweet saxsphage, 
Whose spuma, in beer, allaya hot fever's rage, 
The dear shumac, with other trees tliere be, 
Tliat are both good to ose and rare to see." 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Such was Boston a little more than two huii< 
dred yean ago. Behold, what a change ! The 
peninsDla Shawmut upholds a stately and mag- 
Dificent citj, crowned with a state-house upon 
the lofliest of the three mountains, aiound 
which the city seems to rise in the form of an 
inverted amphitheatre, adorned with churches, 
hospitals, institutions of learning, and monu- 
ments of patriotism. The heights round about 
the city, the large island opposite, the banks 
of the three rivers, which pour their conSueut 
waters into the harbor, and all the prominent 
points along the surrounding shores, are 
studded with towns, Tillages and hamlets. A 
forest of masts rises up among the numerous 
wharres, and the harbor is all astir with 
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steamboats and packets, and craft of every size 
and every Sag, coming and going, orershad- 
owed here and there by the lofty yards of a 
man-of-war anchored in the channel. Railroads 
branch from the city in all directions, connect- 
ing it with the British dominions, the soutb- 
em states, and the weelern lakes. Yonder 
goes a gigantic steamer, one of the floating 
bridges which bind together the old and new 
worlds. The population constantly increasing 
amounts to nearly a hundred thousand ; al- 
ready there- is not sufficient room for tbem in 
the peninsula. Establishing their stores and 
ware>hoases there, they are spreading their 
dwellings orer all the circnmjacent shores. The 
city goremment is now extended to Dorchester 
Heights and Noddle's Island, which are called 
South and East Boston. Probably the time is 
coming when the city will include in its ample 
range all the places marked by the scattered 
settlements of the Winthrop colony. The hniK 
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died islands will be united b; biidges oi fer- 
ries, and the western Venice will sit amidst the 
waters, unrivalled in beauty, and anequalled in 
influence. 

It waa thought an untoward PrOTidenoe, 
which diverted the coarse of the Mayflower, 
and led the pilgrim settlers to the rock; shores 
of New England. But posterity will see, that 
the All-wise Disposer of events designed for 
tfaera the best portion of the whole land. An 
immense extent of coast, indented with a great 
number of harbors, easy of access, commodious 
and safe, gives us commerce with every part 
of the globe. Tbe country delightfully divei^ 
sified with hills and valleys and spreading 
plains, intersected with streams and rivers, 
while it yields a competency to the industry 
of the agriculturalist, opens unequalled facilities 
for manufactories. Thus every variety of na- 
tive genius is developed and employed. The 
climate, thodgh severely cold at times, is grad- ' 
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uflUy beeoming milder, and, if cultivation pro- 
duces the aama effect here aa in the other con- 
tinent, is destined to be as pleasant as that of 
the Tine-clad regions of southern Europe in the 
same latitude, — for Oaul and German; vere as 
cold as New England when the legions of 
Rome began to thread their forests. 

Thus we see God haa favored us in our 
natural position and resources ; and when we 
associate with these our civil and social privi- 
leges, we may apply to our state and prospects, 
with increased emphasis, the song of Asaph, 
(Pa. Isxi.,) which our fathers more than a cen- 
tury ago loved to fq>ply in the same way : 

" Thoo hsst brought a vine oat of Egypt ; 

Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it; 

Thou preparedit room before it, 
« And didsl cause it to lake deep root, 

And it filled the land. 

The bills were covered with the shadow of it. 

And the bon^ thereof were like the goodly cedaia. 

She sent out her boughs unto the sea. 

And her branchea unto the river." 
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Let it be forever impressed upon the minds of 
all tfast shall dwell in this land, that it was the 
Religion of oar fathers that gave us this goodly 
heritage. Nor can we hope to enjoy it in peace, 
any longer than that religion is allowed the 
ascendency in all things. 
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APPENDIX. 



Tax following is ths first pAge or two of the Re- 
cords of the town of Boston, which, sa such, possesses 
■s antiquBrian interest From it we leim who were 
the selectmen at the time. 



1634. 
Moirth 7th. 

Jo. Winthrop 
Wm Coddinrton 
Capt Underbill 
Tho. Oliver 
Tho. Leveritt 
Giles Firmin 
Jo. Cog^ebalt 
Wm. Pierce 
RobL Hudingfl 
Wm, Brenton 



Whereas it hath been foundo 
that much damage hath already 
happened by laying of Stones and 
Log^s near the bridze and land- 
ing pkce, whereby diverae hoaU 
have been much bruised, for pre- 
vention of such bannes for time to 
come, it is ordered that whosoever 
shall unlade any atones, timber oi 
log-ges irhere the same rnay not be 
plainly seen st high water, shall 
set up a pole or Deacon to give 
notice thereof, upon paine that 
whosoever shall fcile so to doe 
shall make full recompence for all 
Buch damage as shall happen to 
any boats or other vessels, by oc- 
casion of such stones, tunber or 
logges, the same to be recovered 
by way of action at the Court ; and 
this order to be in force Irom this 
day forward e — being only a de- 
claration of tba 
herein. 
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I It 18 also ordered that do peraoo 
atoll leave any fish or goibsfe our 
the Bud bridge or common UnHing 
place between the creeks, irhereby , 
a,aj aonojance maj' come to ths 
people that passe that my, upon 
paine to forfeit for every such of- 
fence five shillings, the same to be 
levyed by distrease of the goodea 
of theo&nder — And this order to 
be of force from the fourth day of 
this mmitfa and so forever. 

And for the better execution of 
these orders, the aforenamed Giles 
Firmin is appointed overseer of the 
saide landing place, to give notice 
to such atnmgera and others as 
come hither with boats, to take 
knowledge of all such offences com- 
mitted, and to levje the penalties 
which shall be forfeited. 

And if after notice shall be given 
by the laid overseer, to any person 
that shall have any timber, logges 
or stones, beinff without such pole 
or beacon, he shall take away the 
same, or set up such pole or beacon, 
the said offender shall, (after mak- 
ing recompence to the person dam- 
nined, if any damage happen,] for- 
feit to the towne for evei^ day the 
same offence shall continue, five 
shillings, to be levyed by distress. 

At a general meeting, upon pnb- 
lique notice ^ven, the fifth day ot 
last weehe, it was ordered sod 
agreed as follows : 
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The 10th ixje 
of the 9th month. 
November, 1631 
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ImprimiB. Richard BelUD^^iut, 
Esquire, and J. CogM, Mercbaiit, 
were chosen in the plsjce of Giles 
Finnin, deceased, and Robt Haid- 
inge, now in Virginia, to make up 
the niunber to manage the a&iia 
of the towne. 

Item. Jo. Coge^Bhill Wm. Col- 
bum, Sarnh Cole, Wm. Brenton and 
Tbos. Gnibb, together with Wid. 
Cbeeaborongh, the constable, are 
deputed to make a rate for the 
levying of 40£ aseessed upon the 
towne, as the fiiat payment of a 
greater aume by order of the Genl, 

John Cogan, Tho. MalBon, Nich- 
olya Willys are chosen to aerve aa 
Jurors at the Court of Assistants, 

Att a general meeting upon pub- 
liqoe notice given the day before, 
it was order^ and agreed upon, 

} ' Imprimis. That Hogg Island 
shall be lotted out unto the inhab- 
itants and freemen of this town, 
according to the number of names 
in every family, by John Copall, 
Wm. Brenton and John Lamford, 
and that none shall fell any wood 
there until! the same shall be lotted 

Item. That Edmund Quinsey, 
Samuel Wilbore, Wm. Ro«on, Ed- 
mund Hutchinson, the elder, and 
Wm. Cheesborough, the constable, 
■hall make and assess all these 



10th month. 
da;e 8th. 
Mr. Will«>n, 
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' rates, viz., « rate for 30£ to Mr. 

Blackstone, t, rote for cowea keep- 
ing, B. rate for the goitea keeping, 
and other charges in worlc there- 
about, end for loste income and 
water for the joimg cattle keeping' 
at Muddy River. 
Att a ^nend meeting upon pab- 

Imprimis. It vaa ordered that 
Mr. Willson, (he pastor, (Jn lieu of 
his Ituid ffrnnted nim at the North 
river b; MTstich, which he shall 
passe over to the towne of Boston,) 
shall have as much land at Mount 
WoUaston at his election and after, 
so much as shall be his portion of 
other lands belonging to Uiis towne, 
to be Isyed him out so near his 
other lands at Mount Wollastau as 
may be for his conveoiency. 
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VALUABLE BOOKS 



WAITE, PEIRCE & Co, 

I CORNHILL, BOSTON. 



THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN UFE, bj Prof. 

Uphah, of Bowdoin Colle^, aecand edition, fl 00 

DOMESTIC AND RELIG10U3 OFFERING. 
Being Fireiide Poetical Readinge, iUiuliitive of 
American Scenery, Real Life, and alio of Religious 
Feeling*. Embelliahed with a Vignette and Fronlli- 
piece, ISmo, cloth 1 35 

PERPETUITi' OF THE SABBATH, by Rev. 
A. A. Fbklfs. An aiguioent foe the Ferpeluity of 
the Babbath, drawn foith by the disciusionB of the 
" Church, Minielrf, and Sabbath Convention," bo 
called, held in Boston, Sept. 1B40. Cloth. . . 60 



THE MAN OF TWO WORLDS, or the Stray 
of Noahand the Delii{e,bj Wm. A Alcott. ISmo. 
cloth 45 

MRa OFIE ON LYING. 3 vols., clotL . 60 
" " " 1 vol., iheep. . . 65 



J 



WAITE, PEIRCE ii, C 



STURGE'S VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. 
A Tint to the United Statn by Jowpk Sturge, Eaq, 
nude during the jeu 1841, from EngUnd, with pai- 
ticalu leference to American Slareiy. ... 90 

THE WESLEY AN HARP, acoUectionof H;ii)M 

and Tunea BUitable for Soci&l Wonhip. ... CO 



UY LITTLE SINGING BOOK. For the use oT 
Babtwtii and JoTenile Schools, by Aia Fiti. Per 

dozen, 1 SS 

do. do. with a Supplement. Fet doien, 1 75 

TEMPERANCE TALES, by Sauknt, 6 t<^ 3 TO 

MAHAN ON CHRISTIAN PERFECTION.— 
Scripture doctrine of Christian Fei&ctian, with other 
kindred subjects, illuatrated and coaGrmed, in a series 
of Discourses designed to throw light on the way 
of Holiness. By Rev. Asx HlBAH, Prendent c^ 
Oberlin Collegiate Institute. Cloth 60 

GRAHAM'S LECTURE TO YOUNG MEN on 

Chutity. Intended kIio For the serious CQutdera- 
tion oTFarenta and Guirdioiia. Seventh Steieotype 

Edition. IBmo, cloth fi6j 

WOODWARD'S HINTS FOR THE YOUNG, 

in Rela^n to the HeUth of Body and Mind. An 

inTaluable little work on the most dastrucliTe rioe 

oTToDtii. Bixth Edition, ISmo, eloth. ... 25 

do. do, do. pi|Mr- - . . . Ul 
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WAiTE, PBiRCB & CO. a uoOKa. 
THE UPE OP CATHARINE ADORNA, by 

Pror. UFBiH. 18mo BO 

ERRORS OP PHRENOLOGY EXPOSED, by 

Dr, StwiLL 75 

UPE ON THE OCEAN, or Twenty Years at 

Sea, being the perwrnal eiperience of the Author, 
beautifully illustraled. By Capt. Geohoe Little. 

1 raf. 12mo, clotb, gilt 1 00 

COMMON SENSE on Chronic DiaeasBB, or b 
Tatiooal treatise on the mechanical caase and cure 
of moat chronic affections of the Tnmcai Oignne of 
bath male and female BjsteiuB. By Editiiid P. 
Bahnihq, M. D. Cloth 1 00 

SACRED POEMS, by Wk. B. Taitaci. 1 toL 

16mo, beautifully boand in cloth 1 S5 



DS. ALGOTT'S VOBKS. 

THE YOUNG WOMAN'S GUIDE TO EX- 
CELLENCE. Counterpart of the " Toung Man's 
Guide." Steel Frontispiece aad Vignette. Eighth 
Stereotype Edition. 18mo. Qoth 7Z. 

THE YOUNG HUSBAND, or Duliea of Man in 
the Marriage B«lation. Sixth Stereotype EdiUon. 
Steel Frontiepiccc and Vignette. ISmo. Clotb. STj 

THE YOUNG WIPE, or Duties of Woman in the 
Hairiage Relation. Eleventh Stereotype Edition. 
Bteel Frontispiece and Vignette. 16mo, Cloth. 67^ 
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